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Quakertown United Methodist Church 
1875 Freier Road    

Quakertown, PA 18951 
215.536.4992 

 

Visit our website at www.qumc.com 

Share Christ    Grow in Christ    Serve Christ Summer 2017 

Someone once observed that most congregations seem to be made up of two groups:  the building 

committee and the wrecking crew. 

 

Let’s begin with the wrecking crew.  Most of them do not damage the church intentionally.  They look 

at people and ideas from a negative point of view.  They say to themselves, “Why would I want to try 

that?”  “I don't like the way he/she talks or looks.”  “We’ve been doing things this way for years.  

There’s no reason to change anything.”  Most of their conversation is complaints. 

 

Another characteristic of members of the wrecking crew is gossiping and spreading rumors.  The 

letter from James warns of the power of the tongue, which he notes is only a small body part, but is 

capable of doing great damage.”  Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark.” (James 

3:5) 

 

Members of the building committee always look for the best in people and ideas.  They understand 

that not everyone responds to the same style of worship or the way mission and ministry are done.  

They are flexible.  They give generously.  They volunteer to fill a need.  They are enthusiastic about 

their faith.  They smile a lot. 

 

I like the way Eugene Peterson puts it in his paraphrase:  “And now, friends,...honor those leaders 

who work so hard for you,...urging you and guiding you...Overwhelm them with appreciation and 

love!  Get along among yourselves, each one doing your part...Gently encourage...And...when you get 

on each other’s nerves...don’t snap at each other.  Look for the best in each other, and always do your 

best to bring it out.”  (1 Thessalonians 5:11-15) 

 

There are always openings at QUMC for more members of the building committee.                  M.B.S. 

“The only disability is a bad attitude.” 

Scott Hamilton 
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    Every day we see signs.   
    STOP signs, YIELD signs,  
    signs that show the  c o m i n g 
    curves in the  road, and signs 
    that advertise services and 
products.  Sometimes, they’re just signs 
like that.  And sometimes, they are more 
than that.   
 
I was in Chicago 
a few years ago  
for the United  
Methodist  
Discipleship  
Ministries yearly  
event for church  
growth called  
“The School  
for Congregational Development.”  While I 
was in seminars and classes all day,  in 
the evening I and my lay people who had 
gone with me explored Chicago.  It was a 
city none of us had ever been to before.  
What an exciting adventure!   
 

One part of this week of adventure 

included recognizing signs whose 

messages were more than they at first 

appeared.  For example, at a hotel’s entry, 

there was a sign in the driveway that said, 

“Whoops. Wrong Way.”  Now it obviously 

       meant for the  

       driver to note that 

       this was not the  

       way to the front  

       door.  Yet, it also 

       spoke to me as a 

       message about  

       God’s grace.   

       When we get off 

track and find ourselves saying or doing 

things that are not God’s way, if we are 

nurturing our relationship with God, we’ll 
get a “Whoops. Wrong Way” message from 
God in some form. 
 
Have you ever run across a sign like that?  
Well, I took photos of these signs so that I 
could share the message that these signs 
convey beyond their initial thought by the 
sign maker.  I will be sharing these with you 
over the next couple of months in short 
series.  The first will be July 30 to August 
27.  And I invite you to share with me any 
signs you come across like these.  I’d love 
to hear them.  And if you can get a photo of 
the sign, even better!  I may use it in a 
sermon sometime in the fall. 
 
Meanwhile, keep your eyes open for God’s 
signs.  They are always there, just waiting 
to be discovered.  Have a wonderful 
summer as well. 
 
In God’s loving embrace of grace, 

 



The Freier Flyer Page 3   

Sermon Plans 

 

Date 
 

Main Scripture 
 

Title 
 

Summary 

July 2, 2017 

Communion 

Mark 12:28-34 Become Love When the scribe recognizes that to love 

one’s neighbor as one’s self is greater 

than all the burnt offerings and 

sacrifices, Jesus tells him that he is not 

far from the kingdom of God. 

July 9, 2017 Mark 2:1-12 Your Voice Matters 

in Heaven 

Jesus hears the paralytic’s voice, even 

though we do not see him speak.  Jesus 

hears the voice of the four friends.  

God hears us because our voice matters 

in heaven. 

July 16, 2017  

Pastor Tom on Vacation 
July 23, 2017 

July 30, 2017 John 6:26-27 SIGNS: 

Authorized Agent 

This was on a door in the city of 

Chicago at an insurance agency.  The 

Common English Bible uses the words 

“Authorized Agent” in describing 

Jesus’ mission and Paul picks up on 

that as our calling as well. 

August 6, 2017 

Communion 

Matthew 3:7-10 SIGNS: 

Whoops!  Wrong Way! 

This sign in a hotel out in Chicago 

reminded me of the grace of God that 

allows us to stop and make U-turns in 

our journey.  In fact, God expects us to 

need these U-turns as we learn and 

grow in faith and grace. 

August 13, 2017 Matthew 5:1-12 SIGNS: 

Make History! 

Don’t Be History! 

This bumper sticker on a public 

garbage can in Chicago brought to 

mind the calling of the disciples by 

Jesus.  In essence, he was calling them 

to walk out of their ordinary lives and 

change the world.  Jesus still calls 

people to this great mission. 

August 20, 2017 Pastor Tom on Vacation 

August 27, 2017 Luke 14:15-24 SIGNS: 

Make Time 

On a tent at a park was this sign.  It 

was the same lesson drilled into me by 

my martial arts teacher:  You don’t 

find time, you make it.  Jesus gave this 

same lesson to his disciples by his 

words and deeds.  It’s vital we learn 

this lesson. 
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Christian Ed News 

The final Sunday School day for children and youth was marked by a closing celebration for all classes on 

June 4. 

 

The Women’s and Men’s classes gave the opening and closing prayers, respectively.  In between, all 

children’s and youth classes gave presentations that were examples of what they learned throughout the 

Sunday School year. 

 

The Men’s and Women’s classes will continue in July and August with classes for all ages resuming in 

September. 

 

Men’s Class, Room 112  -  Gail Schadler will reprise her “Heaven: What The Bible Says” course beginning on 

July 9 and ending on August 13.  All men of QUMC are welcome to attend.  Topics to be presented and 

discussed include the biblical view of death; what heaven is like; is there really a hell; who gets to go to 

heaven; what will your resurrected body be like, and what happens to people and the earth at the time of the 

Rapture and the End Times.  Don’t miss this opportunity to make sure you have the right exit strategy!   
 

Women’s Class, Room 114  -  The theme for the summer in the International Bible Lessons is “God’s Urgent 

Call:  Called to Be Strong, Calling of Prophets, Calls in the New Testament.”  All women of the church are 

invited to participate in this class, led by Laura Lillie. 

September 10 to November 3  -  “Angels and Demons” 

 

January 7 to February 25, 2018  -  “The Other Twelve” 

 

March 4 to April 22, 2018  -  “The Apocrypha” 

The Sunday School program for children and youth is in need of dedicated people to support this ministry.  

Teaching is on a part-time basis, provided we have lots of help.  The pay isn’t great but the rewards are 

eternal!  Please prayerfully consider this as a way to serve.  If teaching isn’t one of your gifts, please pray for 

God to provide those that are needed.  For more information or to ask questions, contact Tammy Swearingen 

(215.538.7513 or trswearingen@verizon.net). 

 Help Wanted! 

 Looking Ahead at Faithbuilders Class 
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 FEAST Food Pantry items for July:  spaghetti sauce and pasta. 
 

 FEAST Food Pantry items for August:  condiments and spices. 
 

 School Supplies Drive during the month of August to benefit Jerusalem House, Kensington area children, 

and Quakertown area school children.  No spiral notebooks please. 
 

 American Red Cross Blood Drive, Friday, August 4, in Miller Hall, 2:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
 

 Loaves and Fishes Community Dinner:  Thursday, August 3, at Trinity Lutheran Fellowship Hall, N. 

Hellertown Avenue.  Dinner served at 5:45.  All are welcome. 
 

 Chicken BBQ:  Saturday, September 9, from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.  Adults:  $10, Children ages 4 to 10:  $4. 
 

 QUMC CARES Fourth Sunday Offering  -  July 23 and August 27.  This program, in coordination with the 

Quakertown Community School District, benefits families experiencing difficulties.   

Opportunities To Be In Mission 

Vacation Bible School 

The Board of Trustees is looking for someone with carpentry skills for a work surface/desk project for the 

church office.  If you can help with this, please contact Nancy Tirjan at nancytirjan@gmail.com.  Thanks for 

any help you can give. 

Needed-Handy Man or Woman 

Heartfelt thanks and appreciation to all the volunteers  —  our heroes!  —  who enabled us to have another 

successful VBS. 

 

Full report in the September newsletter. 
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Welcome to Full Membership 

On Sunday, June 4, QUMC welcomed into full membership the Confirmation Class of 2017: 

 

Marlaina James, daughter of Jeff & Julie James 

Patty Wensel, Mentor 

 

Julie Pizzi, daughter of Jeremy & Cristin Pizzi 

Debbie Reynolds, Mentor 

 

Joseph Pizzi, son of Jeremy & Cristin Pizzi 

Bill Tascarella, Mentor 

 

Darian Sawadski, son of Pete & Rachelle Sawadski 

Jeff James, Mentor 

 

Kimberly Wilson, daughter of Dana & Stephanie Wilson 

Dianne Scott, Mentor 
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Faith Preschool 

Spots Available 
 

2017-2018 School Year 

Don’t miss the opportunity this summer to register your preschooler for Faith Preschool for the 2017-2018 

school year.  Faith Preschool offers a variety of classes for 2’s, 3’s, and 4’s, which include numerous 

enrichment activities such as “Stretch-n-Grow,” Lunch Bunch, music classes, and summer camp. 

 

Limited openings remain in all classes, but are filling.  For additional information and/or to schedule a tour, 

please contact Registrar, Erin Haslett at 215.536.8172 or by email at faithpreschoolofficemanager@gmail.com.  

Registration forms and detailed program information may be found in the church lobby or at www.qumc.com. 

 

Importantly, Faith Preschool offers a number of special discounts to make the cost of its quality preschool 

programming more affordable: 

 

 One registration fee per family ($35) 

 Younger sibling tuition discount of 15% 

 Tuition discount of 3% for annual tuition paid-in-full in August 

 No activity fees 

United Methodist Night at 

Citizens Bank Park 
 

Saturday, July 29th 

Philadelphia Phillies vs. Atlanta Braves 

7:05 p.m. 

(Hunter Hayes post-game concert for all fans) 

Tickets are available at $20 and up.  Net proceeds from tickets sold through this offer will 

benefit Conference UMM Ministries.  To order tickets, visit www.phillies.com/methodist or 

contact Jen Leone in the Phillies Sales Office at 215.463.5000, extension 5267. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY to:  Dorothy Williams  -  July 10, Bill Dietz, Mary Stahr, Harry Stotsenburg  -   

        August 15. 

 

WEDDING BELLS:   Natalie Finch invites her church family to her marriage to Matthew Howard at 

        QUMC on Saturday, August 12, at 4:15 p.m. 

 

IN MEMORIAM:   Dr. Yung Sip Kim  -  May 12 

        William Booth  -  May 22 

        George Lightkep  -  June 19 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES: 

Southern Lehigh: Brittany Smakulski 

QCHS:    Justin Donahue 

      Zachary Korpics 

      Jillian Martin   Francis Katzbach Memorial Scholarship 

      Eric Tascarella  Quakertown Wrestling Booster Club Senior Scholarship 

      Ryan Umstead 

      Haley van den Burg Class of 1990 Award for Creative Excellence 

            Dr. George E. Taylor, Bucks County School Administrators 

            Association Scholarship 

            Honor Student 

            AP Scholar 

      Graham Wilson  Sarah Parvin Memorial Award 

            Highest Honor Student 

            AP Scholar with Honors 

 

 

A NOTE OF THANKS: 

 

“We would like to thank our church family for the cards, flowers, phone calls and prayers during the illness 

and death of my dear sister Fern.  Blessings to all. “ 

Lorraine & Dick Hillegass  

Revenues through the end of May 2017:  $128,825.00 

 

Expenditures through the end of May 2017:  $120,771.45 

 

1. Please remember your contributions/donations during the summer 

months.  While many of us go on vacations throughout that time, our 

church is still in operation. 

2. May 2017 was a better financial month thanks to the support of our 

members! 
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Christian Surfers  -  Dustin 
 

God has continued to bless the ministry of Christian Surfers (CS) in exciting ways.  We are sending out 

thousands of newly updated Spanish Surfers’ Bibles this year to 16 different countries where we have CS 

ministries.  We’ve set a goal as an international ministry to increase our presence worldwide.  Our goal is to 

grow from CS missions in 38 countries to CS missions in 100 countries.  Please pray that God would continue 

to use Christian Surfers to impact the estimated 6.7 million surfers worldwide with the Gospel. 
 

Kids Alive  -  Emily 
 

This year brought several unexpected challenges.  First, we lost nearly two months of school due to heavy 

rains and flooding.  Second, I found myself teaching 18 high-energy 7-year-olds with no reading ability, 3 of 

whom were nonverbal!  God used this group of students to remind me that my worth is not defined by my 

students’ achievements, and that it’s by His grace that my students learn.  Finally, I taught 6th grade!  By the 

end of the year I had built strong rapport with them.  I am proud of my students:  they developed confidence to 

persevere at difficult tasks, and they took ownership of both their learning and their behavior.  I am thankful 

for the challenges and growth of this year! 
 

The summer, we will host several mission teams and three summer interns with Kids Alive.  Dustin will travel 

to South Africa in June for Christian Surfers International Leadership Team meetings and to Panama in July 

for the Americans Conference.  Thank you so much for your prayers, encouragement, and giving to support us 

in ministry.  We feel incredibly blessed to have such a strong network of partners invested in God’s work here 

in the DR and in the global surf community.  Please continue to keep in touch and let us know how we can 

pray for you.  And don’t forget to follow us on our blog at www.millermissions.com and on Instagram 

(@millermissions) for more frequent ministry updates! 

As Emily and Dustin continue to serve in the Dominican Republic, Molly Jamison Juárez and husband 

Eliberto are serving God through their work in El Salvador. 

Highlights from the latest newsletter from missionaries Dustin and Emily 

(Jamison) Miller: 
 

Greetings from the Millers!  We hope you are all doing well.  We are expecting 

a baby boy in August of this year!  God continues to develop us spiritually as 

we grow our family while working alongside Christian Surfers and Kids Alive. 

Misión Vida y Paz, or MVP, is committed to weekly teachings and activities in 

public school classrooms.  This school year, MVP is in four schools, working 

with over 2,500 preschool to high school students in the towns of Chalchuapa 

and Nejapa.  MVP teaches central themes of the Gospel with a culturally 

sensitive spin based on the belief that God has provided the vision of 

transformation through education.  Molly and Eliberto are committed to 

sharing that vision. 

For more information on Molly and Eliberto’s work with MVP, please pick up a copy of the MVP newsletter 

which is available on the Missions table in the narthex. 
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July 2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 
5:45 p.m. Loaves 
& Fishes Dinner 

4 
2:00 p.m. 
Blood Drive 

5 

6 ** 7 8 
7:00 p.m. 
Finance 

9 10 11 
Wedding 
Rehearsal 

12 
Wedding 

13 ** 
9:00 a.m. 
Outdoor Worship 

14 
Pastor Tom 
Vacation 

15 
7:00 p.m. 
Leadership 

16 17 18 19 
9:30 a.m. UMW 
Mission U 

20 ** 21 
Pastor Tom 
Returns 

22 23 24 25 26 

27 ** 
QUMC Cares 
Offering 

28 29 30 31   

August 2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

2 ** 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 ** 10 
Pastor Tom 
Vacation 

11 
7:00 p.m. 
Finance 

12   
Barbara Hafler 
Vacation Day 

13 14 15 Sanctuary, 
Miller Hall &  
Pavilion Reserved 

16 ** 17 18 
7:00 p.m. 
Leadership 

19 20 21 22 

23 ** 
QUMC Cares 
Offering 

24 
Pastor Tom 
Returns 

25 26 27 28 29 7:05 p.m.  
UM Night  
at the Phillies 

30 ** 31      

**SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP SCHEDULE:   8:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship 
              9:00 a.m.  Contemporary Worship 
              11:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship 


