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Quakertown United Methodist Church 
1875 Freier Road    

Quakertown, PA 18951 
215.536.4992 

 

Visit our website at www.qumc.com 

Share Christ    Grow in Christ    Serve Christ May 2017 

“God doesn’t call people who are qualified.   

He calls people who are willing, and then He qualifies them.” 

Richard Parker 

 

Waiting until you feel confident you’re qualified to fill a particular need in the church is going the 

wrong way round.  Just because you don’t have a college degree in education doesn’t mean you can’t 

teach a Sunday School class, for instance, or help with Vacation Bible School. 

 

The Bible is full of “unqualified” people who were willing to be used by God.  Joseph was the 

despised younger son who was sold into slavery by his brothers and who spent time in jail.  He 

became second in command to the pharaoh and saved Egypt from famine.  Moses was a shepherd, 

minding his own business, when God called him to lead the Israelites out of slavery.  Peter was plying 

his hand as a fisherman when God offered him a job he wasn’t qualified for, but couldn’t refuse.   He 

became an apostle.  David, who never expected to be anything but a shepherd, became a great warrior 

and king. 

 

In all these cases God called unqualified people and then enabled them to do the jobs that He called 

them to. 

 

There used to be a comic strip called “Li’l Abner.”  It was peopled by some interesting characters.  

One of them was called Available Jones.  Whatever needed to be done, Available Jones was willing to 

do it. 

 

God needs more people like Available Jones.  The next time there’s a need in some area of the 

church’s mission and ministries, don’t say, “I don’t think I’m qualified.”  Say, “I’m available, and I 

trust God to qualify me.” 

 

M.B.S. 

The Wrong Way Round 
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I just picked up a new book by James E. Ryan, 

Dean of Harvard’s Graduate School of 

Education: “Wait, What? - And Life’s Other 

Essential Questions.” As I’ve begun to read it, I 

thought how Jesus also asked or responded to 

these questions in numerous ways with his 

disciples and others who wanted to either learn 

more or trap him. So, beginning on May 7th, I 

will lead a six-part series utilizing Ryan’s 

questions and teachings to weave them with 

Jesus’ teachings. 
 

Asking questions is an important way for us to learn. Of course, gunslinger Bart would 

do well to ask them BEFORE he shoots. 

Far Side by Gary Larson 

I hope you will find this series helpful in your own work to grow as a disciple of Christ. 

Here are two more quotes to kind of fire up your thinking in terms of questions: 

“It is not that I’m so smart. 

But I stay with the  

questions much longer.” 
-Albert Einstein 

“Most misunderstandings in the  

world could be avoided if people  

would simply take the time to ask,  

‘What else could this mean?’ ” 
-Shannon L. Alder 

“What people think of as  

the moment of discovery  

is really the discovery of the question.” 
-Jonas Salk (developed the vaccine for polio) 
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Sermon Plans 

Date Main Scripture Title Summary 

May 7, 2017 

Communion 

John 4:5-21 Life’s Big Questions: 

Wait, What? 

Drawing on a new book by James 

E. Ryan, Wait, What?, Jesus has to 

deal with these same questions and 

in turn, poses them to us.   

The Samaritan woman at the well, 

when confronted by Jesus’ 

knowledge of her marital status, 

moves into her own “Wait, 

WHAT?” speech. 

May 14, 2017 Matthew 5:25-34 Life’s Big Questions: 

I wonder…? 

Drawing on a new book by James 

E. Ryan, Wait, What?, Jesus has to 

deal with these same questions and 

in turn, poses them to us.   

A woman wonders if healing is 

available to her when her culture 

won’t let her touch or be touched by 

a man. 

May 21, 2017 Matthew 25:14-30 Life’s Big Questions: 

Couldn’t we at least…? 

Drawing on a new book by James 

E. Ryan, Wait, What?, Jesus has to 

deal with these same questions and 

in turn, poses them to us.   

Jesus’ parable calls for us to never 

settle for less than the least, but to 

“at least” do something. 
May 28, 2017 

Memorial Day 

Pastor Tom 

on Vacation 
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 FEAST Food Pantry items for May:  peanut butter and jelly.  The grocery cart for your donations is just 

inside the front door. 

 Loaves and Fishes Community Dinner, to be held in the Parish Hall of Trinity Lutheran Church on North 

Hellertown Avenue in Quakertown, is scheduled for Thursday, May 4, 5:45 p.m.  This is a meal offered to 

all at no cost.  Sign-up chart in the narthex. 

 Red Cross blood drive in Miller Hall Friday, May 5, from 2:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

 QUMC Cares offering on May 28.  A special offering is collected on the fourth Sunday of each month.  

This program, in coordination with the Quakertown School District, helps families in difficulties. 

Opportunities to be in Mission 

Our sanctuary is made especially festive and beautiful by Christmas and Easter flowers given by church 

members and friends of the church in memory or honor of loved ones.  Please remember that flowers are 

ordered and paid for in advance. If you order a lily, you are welcome to take a lily following a worship service 

and vice versa with tulips.  We ask that you take only the specific flowers you have ordered.  Often, flower 

donors come to pick up their plants to find them gone.  Please inquire in the office before you take any holiday 

plants if you have not ordered them.  Some may be available, but please inquire first.  Thank you! 

Worship services on Easter were inspiring and joyous.  Wasn’t it wonderful to experience worshipping with so 

many others?  Shouldn’t that be the case every Sunday?   

 

Special appreciation to music director Jeffery Shuman and the choir for the “Hallelujah Chorus” that brought 

us to our feet  -  and not just because that’s the custom.  Thanks also to Becky Witt and all the bell ringers. 

Easter Sunday 

Holiday Flowers 
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I want to take this opportunity to say a huge word of appreciation to the church members who spent Saturday 

morning, April 22, attending our QUMC Clean-Up Day.  Unfortunately there were only six adults and two 

youth doing all of the work.  As a result, the mulch was spread; however, there are still many tasks in need of 

attention. 

 

The Trustees do realize that we all have busy schedules, yet we do all like to see our church maintained and 

looking clean, which comes at a cost.  If you are able to provide some assistance, it would certainly be 

appreciated for our continued spring clean-up efforts. 

 

Please contact Trustee Secretary Debbie Reynolds (dave48deb@verizon.net) for some opportunities to be of 

service and remember, it’s never too late to volunteer! 

 

Again, thank you to those who helped and those who plan to in the days and weeks ahead. 

 

Jerry Umstead, President, QUMC Trustees 

Spring Clean-Up Update 

Friendship Circle rummage sale coordinator Becky Petko thanks all who contributed to another successful 

sale.  This includes those who donated items, sorted through and arranged all donations, sold items, bought 

things, cleaned up afterwards, baked, cooked, served, and everything else necessary.  After expenses, a profit 

of $2,870 was realized. 

 

Friendship Circle is a group of hardworking women who buy things for the church that are not cared for in the 

church budget, such as refrigerators and freezers and furniture.  They also support missions with a portion of 

their sale profits. 

 

Thanks also to the Trustees and the volunteers who helped to spruce up the church inside and outside on 

Spring Clean-Up Day (see message from Trustee President Jerry Umstead below.) 
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WANTED:   

SUPERHERO VOLUNTEERS 

Hero Central Vacation Bible School is looking for good volunteers! 
 

1. One or two people to teach and lead young 3-year-olds.  This is a new class.  Please contact Megan 

McMichael or Allison Ghorm (megan@mcmichaelfamily.com or agghorm@gmail.com) to learn more. 

2. Snack Leader.  Snacks will be planned but we need someone available to keep things prepared and 

 organized. 

3. Nurse or Nurses.  This position can be shared as we need only one nurse per night. 
 

We are also taking early sign-ups for youth and adult crew members.  VBS is a huge event that takes a lot of 

volunteers so check your calendars for June 19-23 and let Megan or Allison know if you can help! 

Change of Meeting Schedule 

There is a change in the dates of Finance committee meetings.  Finance meetings will be held on the second 

Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the Women’s Sunday School Classroom, room 114. 

Attention First Grade Families:  Plans are under way for a new and meaningful Bible presentation to second-

graders in September.  There will be a brief meeting for parents/guardians of these children on Sunday, May 7, 

10:00 a.m., in Miller Hall.  Please RSVP by Tuesday, April 25, to Tammy Swearingen 

(trswearingen@verizon.net or 215-538-7513) with your intention to participate in this QUMC tradition.  If you 

have an older child who has not yet received a Bible, please let us know so that we can provide a Bible for that 

child as well. 

 

Say Cheese!  Taking of updated photos for the church directory will resume in May.  Watch the bulletin for 

specifics.  Updated directory information should be directed to Liz Cole at 215.536.2046. 

 

Life Groups are an important ministry of the church!  A volunteer is needed to coordinate Life Group leaders 

and organize new groups as required.  If you feel called to this rewarding position within the small group 

ministry of QUMC, contact Babs Kerns (267.825.5693 or babs.kerns@gmail.com). 

Extra! Extra! Read all about it! 
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Mother/Daughter Tea 
Sunday, May 7 

(following 11 o’clock service) 

Program:   
Salem Christian School Puppets 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to:  June Roth  -  May 2 and George Lightkep  -  May 16. 

 

BAPTISM: Wesley Deraps Miner  -  March 26.   

    Wesley was born on May 1, 2016 to Joshua and Breanne Miner. 

 

ON MISSION TRIP: Joyce Benes is on a medical missions trip to Costa Rica from April 29 to May 6.   

       She would appreciate our prayers. 

 

NOTES: 

 

“Thank you to my church family for all the cards, food, gifts, and caring given during my recent illness.” 
 

I appreciate you all so much, 

Marie Frankenfield 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To the Congregation of QUMC, 
 

At a recent Church Council meeting, we 

discussed the hiring of an Assistant Pastor.  

SPRC has named a subcommittee consisting of 

Pastor Tom, Dennis Pfleiger, and me to 

develop a job description.  We would 

appreciate your thoughts on the 

responsibilities of an Assistant Pastor.  Some 

things to consider: 
 

Full-time/Part-time 

Youth Pastor 

Children’s Ministry 

Visitation Pastor 

Worship Leader 

Preaching 

Community Outreach 
 

Please let us know your thoughts as we 

develop the job descriptions. 
 

Peace to each of you, 

Gale Hewitt, Lay Leader 

Adults (age 9 and up)  -  $5.50 
Ages 3 to 8 - $3.50; Under age 3 - Free 

See Janet Finch or Gail Schadler  
for tickets 
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May 2017 
Church Activity Calendar 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
6:30 p.m. 
Daisies, Brownies, 
Junior Girl Scouts 
7:00 p.m. 
Grace Notes 
 
 

Pastor Tom 
Vacation 

2 
7:00 p.m. 
Trustees, 
Missions 

3 
7:00 p.m. 
Chancel Choir 

4 
2:00 p.m. 
Life Group 
2:15 p.m. 
Life Group 
5:30 p.m. 
Loaves & Fishes 
Dinner 
7:00 p.m. 
Radical Hospitality, 
Praise Band 

5 
2:00 p.m. 
Red Cross  
Blood Drive 

6 
Set-Up for 
Mother’Daughter 
Tea 

7 ** 
10:00 a.m. 
Bible Presentation 
Meeting 
12 noon 
Mother/Daughter Tea 
5:00 p.m. 
Confirmation 
6:00 p.m. 
Life Group, 
Youth Group 

8 
6:30 p.m. 
Daisies, Brownies, 
Junior Girl Scouts 
7:00 p.m. 
Grace Notes, 
Willow Stream 
Homeowner’s, 
Leadership 

9 
10:00 a.m. 
Friendship Circle 
7:00 p.m. 
Finance 

10 
7:00 p.m. 
Chancel Choir 

11 
2:00 p.m. 
Life Group 
2:15 p.m. 
Life Group 
7:00 p.m. 
Praise Band 

12 13 

14 ** 
 

15 
6:30 p.m. 
Daisies, Brownies, 
Junior Girl Scouts 
7:00 p.m. 
Grace Notes 
7:30 p.m. Milford-
Trumbauersville 
Democrats 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Miller Hall Reserved) 

17 
7:00 p.m. 
Chancel Choir 
 
 
 
 

 
Miller Hall Reserved 
(9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.) 

18 
2:00 p.m. 
Life Group 
2:15 p.m. 
Life Group 
7:00 p.m. 
Praise Band, 
Leadership 
 
Sanctuary Reserved 
(9:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.) 

19 
 
 
 
 

 
Sanctuary Reserved 
(9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.) 

20 

21 ** 
1:00 p.m. 
Kid’s Club Picnic 
5:00 p.m. 
Confirmation 

22 
6:30 p.m. 
Daisies, Brownies, 
Junior Girl Scouts 
7:00 p.m. 
Grace Notes, 
COPE 
 

Sanctuary Reserved 
(9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.) 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sanctuary Reserved 
(9:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.) 

24 
7:00 p.m. 
Chancel Choir 
 
 

 
Miller Hall & Sanctuary 
Reserved 
(8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.) 

25 
2:00 p.m. 
Life Group 
2:15 p.m. 
Life Group 
7:00 p.m. 
Praise Band 
 

Miller Hall & Sanctuary 
Reserved 
(8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) 

26 27 

28 ** 29 
 

30 
7:00 p.m. 
COPE 

 
Miller Hall & Sanctuary 
Reserved 
(8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.) 
 

Barbara Hafler 
Vacation 

31 
 
 
 
Miller Hall & Sanctuary 
Reserved 
(8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.) 

   

** SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 


