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Quakertown United Methodist Church 
1875 Freier Road    

Quakertown, PA 18951 
215.536.4992 

 

Visit our website at www.qumc.com 

Share Christ    Grow in Christ    Serve Christ April 2017 

Most of us, when we hear the phrase “three little words,” think of “I love you.”  Kids  -  and 

teachers, too  -  like the sound of “No school today.”  When our side prevails we triumphantly 

shout “Our team won!”  A lot of meaning and emotion can be conveyed by just three words. 
 

We’re in the season of Lent, leading up to Easter.  On Good Friday, many worship services 

focus on the seven “words”  -  actually sentences  -  uttered by Jesus from the cross.  The last 

one:  “It is finished.” 
 

Resurrection Day (Easter) is on April 16 this year.  Many worshippers will fill the pews of 

churches throughout the land.  From most of the pulpits three little words will ring out:  He is 

risen! 
 

Think about it.  Let its impact take hold of your heart:  He is risen! 
 

Actually, that is God’s way of saying those other three little words:  “I love you.” 
 

M.B.S. 

Maundy Thursday Communion  -  April 13, 7:00 p.m. 

Good Friday Service  -  April 14, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Easter Sunday Services  -  April 16 

8:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School, 10:00 a.m. 
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How courageous are you where your 

faith is concerned?  What risks do you face in 

living your faith?   

 

Charles W. Colson shared this moment of 

faith in his book, The Body (1992, Word 

Publishing, p. 231): 

 

  It was May Day, 1990. The place, 

Moscow's Red Square. "Is it straight, Father?" 

one Orthodox priest asked another, shifting the 

heavy, eight-foot crucifix on his shoulder. "Yes," 

said the other. "It is straight." Together the two 

priests, along with a group of parishioners 

holding ropes that steadied the beams of the 

huge cross, walked the parade route. Before 

them passed the official might of the Union of 

Soviet Socialist Republics: The usual May Day 

procession of tanks, missiles, troops, and salutes 

to the Communist party elite.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Behind the tanks surged a giant crowd of 

protesters, shouting up at Mikhail Gorbachev: 

          “Bread!...Freedom!...Truth!"  

 

As the throng passed directly in front of 

the Soviet leader standing in his place of honor, 

the priests hoisted their heavy burden toward the 

sky. The cross emerged from the crowd. As it 

did, the figure of Jesus Christ obscured the giant 

poster faces of Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels, and  

Vladimir Lenin that provided the backdrop for 

Gorbachev's reviewing stand. "Mikhail 

Sergeyevich!" one of the priests shouted, his 

deep voice slicing the clamor of the protesters 

and piercing straight toward the angry Soviet 

leader. "Mikhail Sergeyevich! Christ is risen!"   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  As we are nearing that historic and world

-altering celebration of Jesus’ resurrection, how 

much faith do we have that gives us the “courage 

for the living of these days” as the hymn 

expresses? (Henry Emerson Fosdick, 1930 “God 

of Grace and God of Glory” UM Hymnal #577) 

 

  Around the world people are being 

oppressed by leaders who either claim there is no 

God or make a mockery of the Judeo-Christian 

God by using our God for their own greedy 

purposes.  Today we must be careful of wolves 

hiding under sheepskins.  They claim the 

awesome position as disciples of Jesus, but their 

fruit betrays their true nature.   

 

  To stand up to these false Christians may 

earn you ridicule, scorn, and even anger and 

hatred.  Is your faith up for that? 

 

       Standing on the grace of God in Christ, 
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Sermon Plans 

Date Main Scripture Title Summary 
  

April 2, 2017 

5th Sunday in Lent 

  
John 11:17-37 

  
Obstacles to 

Abundant Living Series: 

Grief 

  
Grief hurts.  The broken heart yearns for 

relief, but it seems unavailable.  Jesus 

seemed to grieve for Lazarus.  Was it 

grief?  Or was there something else he 

wept for?  How can he help us in our 

grief? 
  

  
April 9, 2017 

Palm Sunday 

  
Luke 19:29-48 

  
The Things That Make 

for Peace 

  
Jesus weeps for Jerusalem and laments 

that if they only knew the things that 

make for peace.  What difference would 

it have made?  What is this peace he is 

speaking of?  How can we make peace? 
  

  
April 13, 2017 

Maundy Thursday 

  
Luke 22:14-23 

  
A Meal that Heals 

  
The Last Supper Jesus shares with his 

friends is a meal that heals. Jesus is not 

just offering food, but a moment that can 

heal the soul. 
  

  
April 14, 2017 

Good Friday 

  
Mark 15 

  
Love Cannot Die 

  
Will killing Jesus end his mission?  Will 

his death put things back to status quo?  

Is his love erased by his death on the 

cross, or is it now let loose in the world?  

What difference does it make for you? 
  

  
April 16, 2017 

Easter Sunday 

  
Mark 16:1-7 

  
Love Moves the Stones 

  
The women wonder who will move the 

stone for them.  But when they arrive, 

it’s already open.  Who moved it?  How 

did they move it? 
  

  
April 23, 2017 

  

  
Matthew 14:14-17 

Matthew 5:43-48 

  
Jesus Sets 

Challenging Goals 

  
Jesus always gave his disciples goals that 

seemed impossible.  But they usually 

discovered Jesus wasn’t kidding.  There 

was a way. There’s always a way. 
  

  
April 30, 2017 

  

  
Luke 10:25-37 

  
Jesus Values Kindness 

  
Kindness is not just about being nice, it’s 
about being like our heavenly Father. 

And it is an incredibly powerful gift. 
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 FEAST Food Pantry items for April:  cleaning supplies.  Items go into the grocery cart inside the front 

door of the church. 

 Ham Dinner fundraiser  -  Miller Hall, Saturday, April 29, 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.  Adults  -  $9; children  

 ages 4 to 10  -  $4. 

 Loaves and Fishes community dinner  -  Thursday, May 4, 5:45 p.m., at Trinity Lutheran Church, 102 N. 

Hellertown Ave.  This is an ecumenical ministry open to all. 

 Fourth Sunday Offering  -  April 23.  A special offering will be received on the fourth Sunday of every 

month for an outreach program in coordination with the school district to help families in difficult 

circumstances. 

 Red Cross Blood Drive  -  Friday, May 5, 2:00 to 7:00 p.m., in Miller Hall. 

 Mission Trip  -  Watch for information on a planned mission trip. 

 Jerusalem House is an inner city Allentown ministry.  QUMC will share Easter dinner with Jerusalem 

House and their neighbors by donating hams and non-perishable side dishes.  Place hams in the church 

refrigerator and leave side dishes on the counter in the kitchen, clearly labeled “JH.”  Donations must be 

brought to the church no later than Sunday, April 9.  Many thanks! 

Opportunities to be in Mission  

Collect your unwanted but still in good condition and usable items and bring them to Miller Hall for 

Friendship Circle’s Spring Rummage Sale, coming up Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., and Saturday, 9:00 a.m. 

to noon, April 7 and 8.  A light lunch will be available Friday, as well as a baked goods table. 

 

Bring your donations to Miller Hall at the following times:  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, April 3, 

4, 5, 6, from 9:00 a.m. until noon.  You may also bring them Wednesday evening from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

 

Needed for sale:  baked goods, jewelry, kitchen utensils, dishes and glassware, tools, games, clean clothing in 

good condition, toys, other usable items.  Absolutely NO televisions, computers, other heavy or large items, 

please!  Also needed:  paper and plastic grocery bags. 

 

Contact Becky Petko (215.536.4741) with questions or to find out how you can help. 

Spring Rummage Sale  
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Easter Egg Hunt  

All-Church Clean-Up Day is scheduled for Earth Day, Saturday, April 22, starting at 8:00 a.m.  Plan to come 

out to help spruce up our church building and grounds by mulching, washing windows, and other tasks both 

inside and out.  The trustees ask that all groups of the church, including Sunday School classes, label their 

storage areas if they haven’t already done so.  Many thanks for your help and cooperation. 

 

Nicholas Stout has chosen as his Eagle Scout project to paint the church pavilion.  He will be helped by 

members of his Scout troop and the church youth group.  They will do the work on April 1 and 8, weather 

permitting.  Nicholas needs to borrow paint brushes, good scrapers, sanders, and also cash contributions 

towards paint, if you can help him out in this way.  Congratulations to Nick for reaching this prestigious level 

of scouting! 

Spring Clean -Up 

First plant five rows of peas.  Preparedness, Promptness, Perseverance, Politeness, and Prayer.  Next to them 

plant three rows of squash.  Squash Gossip, Squash Criticism, and Squash Indifference.  Then five rows of 

lettuce.  Let us be Unselfish, Let us be Faithful, Let us be Truthful, Let us Love one another.  And no garden is 

complete without turnips.  Turn up for Church, Turn up with a Smile, Turn up with Determination. 

How to Plant a Special Garden  

All children (ages 1 through 10) are invited to come share the joy of Easter at QUMC’s Easter Egg Hunt, 

Saturday, April 15, from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.  The morning will include a short program, an Easter craft, and 

an egg hunt.  Rain or shine! 
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Kid’s Club Lock-In, Friday, April 21, 7:00 p.m.  This event, to be held in Miller Hall, will feature games, 

crafts, and movies (with snacks!).  Those attending should be picked up at 9:00 a.m. Saturday morning.  

Contact Babs Kerns (267.825.5693 or babs.kerns@gmail.com) with questions. 

To the Congregation of QUMC, 

 

At the last Church Council meeting, we discussed the hiring of an Assistant 

Pastor.  SPRC has named a subcommittee consisting of Pastor Tom, Dennis 

Pfleiger, and myself to develop a job description for an Assistant Pastor.  We 

would appreciate your thoughts on the responsibilities of an Assistant Pastor.  

Some things to consider: 

Full-time/Part-time 

Youth Pastor 

Childrenôs Ministry 

Visitation Pastor 

Worship Leader 

Preaching 

Community Outreach 

 

Please let us know your thoughts as we develop the job descriptions. 

 

Peace to each of you, 

Gale Hewitt, Lay Leader 

Hey Kids!  
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY to:  Bill Diller  -  April 5; Audrey Diller  -  April 17; Evelyn Lewis  -  April 22; 

        Mynalee Hibbard  -  April 19 

 

NOTES: 

 

ñOn behalf of the Trumbauersville Cub Scout Pack 13, I would like to say thank you for allowing us to use 

your facility for our annual Pinewood Derby and Blue and Gold Banquet.  Itôs because of organizations like 

yours that our next generation of young men and women learn the skills and values that our future 

community and business leaders will need.  By supporting the Cub Scouts you are helping our children learn 

the value of teamwork and hard work but more importantly, you are helping them learn the value of giving 

back to the community. 
 

Because of your support and the support of other local businesses, the Pinewood Derby was a success.  The 

Scouts and their siblings were able to enjoy friendly competition and cheer their cars onto victory.  We were 

able to raise funds that will sustain our organization during the rest of this year.  So please accept our 

sincerest appreciation and thank you again for your support.ò 
 

                                                                                     Sincerely, Eleana Powell, Pack 13 Committee Chair 
 

(QUMC thanks Trumbauersville Cub Scout Pack 13 for their generous donation toward building use.)    

 

 

ñOn Sunday, March 19 Melea (Rupert) and I worshipped at the Nokomis United Methodist Church in 

Florida where Bill Feigley is Music Director and Organist.  What a thrill to see and hear him play a 

beautiful pipe organ! 
 

Prior to the prelude, Bill welcomed us and asked my favorite hymn which is ñThe Church is One 

Foundation.ò  Both the congregation and the choir of 12 sang this hymn together before worship.  
 

In speaking to several people at the church, as well as the pastor, they echoed the sentiment that they love 

Bill, saying ñyou canôt have him back!ò  It was a joyous morning and a wonderful experience to see Bill in 

his new surroundings.ò 
 

                                                                                                                                                        Ruth Barto 

Life Groups Opportunity  

A volunteer is needed to lead the Life Group ministry on the Intentional Faith Development team.  Our small 

groups are an important ministry of the church and someone is needed to coordinate Life Group leaders and 

organize new groups as needed.  If you feel called to this rewarding position within the small group ministry of 

QUMC, contact Babs Kerns (267.825.5693 or babs.kerns@gmail.com). 
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It’s not too late to register for the 2017-2018 school year of Quakertown United Methodist Church’s 

quality preschool program  -  Faith Preschool.  Since its merger with the Parent’s Time Out program, 

Faith Preschool will be offering a variety of classes for 2’s, 3’s, and 4’s.  Additional enrichment 

activities include “Stretch-N-Grow,” Lunch Bunch, music classes, and summer camp electives. 

 

A number of special discounts are available to make the cost of this quality preschool education more 

affordable: 

 

 One registration fee per family ($35) 

 Younger sibling tuition discount of 15% 

 Tuition discount of 3% for annual tuition paid in full in August 

 No activity fees 

 

For further information or to arrange an observational tour, please contact Head Teacher/Registrar, 

Beth Mininger, at 215.536.8172 or faithpreschoolofficemanager@gmail.com.  Detailed program 

information and registration forms are available in the church lobby or may be found at 

www.qumc.com.  Classes are filling, so please register soon. 

VBS 2017 is going to be SUPER!  Hero Central takes kids on awesome adventures alongside some of their 

favorite Bible heroes to discover the qualities that make us truly heroic in God.  Adult and youth volunteers are 

needed to help lead the kids around each night.  If you are interested in helping, or have any questions, please 

contact Megan McMichael (megan@mcmichaelfamily.com) or Allison Ghorm (agghorm@gmail.com).  

Remember that volunteers MUST have their clearance on file with the church.  We look forward to a SUPER 

time this year at Vacation Bible School!  Look in the weekly bulletins for more information and other 

volunteer positions needed. 

SAVE THE DATE!  
Vacation Bible School  

June 19 to 23  
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.  

Register Now for Fall 2017!  

Faith Preschool  
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The program will be:  Puppets Performing About the Loving Savior 

 
This is a ministry of  Salem Christian School and has been in 
existence for over 30 years.  The team consists of  9th through 12th 
graders.  The team ministers about 20 times each year at banquets, 
Sunday School Rally Days, Christmas programs and parties, senior 
citizen centers, nursing homes, etc.  
 

The current program, Race To Win, takes place on the race track and 
in the pit during the qualifying laps for a major automobile race.  A 
favored driver learns that winning in the game of  life is much more 
important and satisfying than winning any competition on the track.  
There is lively music, catchy dialogue, a variety of  puppets, flag 
routines, sign language, and special effects.  Combined with 
ventriloquism and gospel illusions, it is a whole program everyone 
will love.  
 

Tickets will be on sale beginning April  9th .  A free will donation will 
be collected for the puppet program.  

MANY THANKS... 
to all who attended the Flower 

Power program.  Make sure you 

check out the new altar flowers.  

A great big thank you to Marie 

Frankenfield for the fun 

instructions on how to arrange 

flowers. 

Please mark your calendars  
For the Mother/Daughter Tea 

SUNDAY, MAY 7TH 
RIGHT AFTER THE 11:00 SERVICE 
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April 2017 
Church Activity Calendar 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
Miller Hall 
Reserved 

2 ** 
5:00 p.m. 
Confirmation 
6:00 p.m. 
Youth Group, 
Life Group 

3 
6:30 p.m. 
Girl Scouts 
7:00 p.m. 
Grace Notes 
 
 

4 
6:00 p.m. 
Trustees Work 
Meeting 
7:00 p.m. 
Missions 

5 
5:00 p.m. 
Lenten Supper 
6:30 p.m. 
Joyful Noise 
7:00 p.m. 
Lenten Worship 

6 
2:00 p.m. 
Life Group 
2:15 p.m. 
Life Group 
7:00 p.m. 
Praise Band, 
Radical Hospitality 

7 
9:00 a.m. 
Rummage Sale 

8 
9:00 a.m. 
Rummage Sale 

9 ** 
5:00 p.m. 
Confirmation 
6:00 p.m. 
Youth Group, 
Life Group 

10 
6:30 p.m. 
Girl Scouts 
7:00 p.m. 
Grace Notes 

11 
7:00 pm. 
Church Council 

12 
6:30 p.m. 
Joyful Noise 
7:00 p.m. 
Chancel Choir 

13 
2:00 p.m.  
Life Group 
2:15 p.m. 
Life Group 
7:00 p.m. 
Ash Wednesday 
Worship 

14 
7:00 p.m. 
Good Friday 
Worship 

15 
10:00 a.m. 
Easter Egg Hunt 

16 ** 
HE IS RISEN! 
ALLELUIA! 

17 
6:30 p.m. 
Girl Scouts 
7:00 p.m. 
Grace Notes 

18 19 
6:30 p.m. 
Joyful Noise 
7:00 p.m. 
Chancel Choir 

20 
2:00 p.m. 
Life Group 
2:15 p.m. 
Life Group 
7:00 p.m. 
Praise Band, 
Leadership 

21 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Kidôs Club  
Lock-In 

22 
9:00 a.m. 
All Church  
Clean-Up Day 

23 ** 
Fourth Sunday 
Offering 
5:00 p.m. 
Confirmation 
6:00 p.m.  
Youth Group, 
Life Group 

24 
6:30 p.m. 
Girl Scouts 
7:00 p.m. 
Grace Notes 

25 26 
6:30 p.m. 
Joyful Noise 
7:00 p.m. 
Chancel Choir 

27 
2:00 p.m. 
Life Group 
2:15 p.m. 
Life Group 
7:00 p.m. 
Praise Band 

28 
4:00 p.m. 
Ham Dinner 
Set-Up 

29 
4:00 p.m. 
Ham Dinner 

30 ** 
5:00 p.m. 
Confirmation, 
New Member Class 
6:00 p.m. 
Youth Group, 
Life Group 

      

Miller Hall & Kitchen Reserved for Rummage Sale Preparations 

** SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 


