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Quakertown United Methodist Church 
1875 Freier Road    

Quakertown, PA 18951 
215.536.4992 

 

Visit our website at www.qumc.com 

Share Christ    Grow in Christ    Serve Christ September 2016 

Some country songs have great lyrics.  How about this one:  “Since my phone still ain’t ringing, I 

guess it still ain’t you.” 

 

Do we ever think that God wonders why He hasn’t heard from us?  Yes, we say the Lord’s Prayer and 

other prayers that are part of Sunday morning worship, but what about the other days of the week? 

 

Maybe we’re afraid our prayers aren’t eloquent enough or important enough to take up God’s time.  

Maybe we simply don’t know what to say. 

 

When we want to communicate with a friend do we worry about the words we’ll use? 

 

About 400 years ago Francois Fenelon gave the following advice, quoted in Our Daily Bread: 

 

“Tell God all that is in your heart, as one unloads one’s heart, its pleasures and its pains, to a 

dear friend.  Tell Him your troubles, that He may comfort you; tell Him your joys, that He may 

sober them; tell Him your longings, that He may purify them.  Talk to Him of your temptations, 

that He may shield you from them:  show Him the wounds of your heart, that He may heal 

them...If you thus pour out all your weaknesses, needs, troubles, there will be no lack of what to 

say.” 

 

Go ahead, Ring God’s phone.  He’s waiting. 

 

M.B.S. 

 

“...the Lord will hear when I call to him.”  Psalm 4:36 

Hello? 
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The Olympics are still going on as I write this.  
For two weeks this summer the best athletes 
from around the world gathered to compete, to 
cheer one another on, and to build 
relationships between nations through the 
excitement of sports.  Some people look at 
these events as an opportunity for each nation 
to make a statement about itself.  Others 
watch for the thrill of seeing people who have 
given their lives to training for a moment in 
time.  A moment in time where the world will 
see them give everything they’ve got for a few 
seconds, hoping that at the end of those few 
seconds, they will be deemed the fastest, or 
strongest, or most talented, or simply the best 
in the entire world of 7 billion people. 
 

It amazes me that the difference between the 
gold and silver medal, the difference between 
being remembered and praised or forgotten, 
the difference between getting rich off 
endorsements or continuing to live a more 
challenging life is sometimes a hundredth of 
a second!  That’s faster than the blink of an 
eye!!  Imagine training for years and years, 
and in the race of your life, you swim or run 
faster than 6,999,999,998 of the people in the 
world!  But one person goes a hundredth of a 
second faster.  And that makes all the 
difference!! 
 

I’m so thankful that this is not how God judges 
and rewards us.  For God, it’s not about 
winning or succeeding, but it’s about taking 
part.   
 

In Luke 10, Jesus appoints 70 persons to go 
out into the surrounding towns and places to 
deliver his message.  He shares an image of 
the work that is ahead: “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few.”  He 
explains their mission and gives them authority 
to heal the sick. 
 

Later, when they return to him, they are 
overjoyed at how even the demons submitted 
to them.  And Jesus rejoices with them, but 
reminds them that they shouldn’t rejoice in the 

power they had over demons, but that their 
“names are written in heaven” (LUKE 10:20 

NRSV).  In other words, it’s not what they 
actually did, but that they were faithful, that they 
made the attempt that causes God to rejoice. 
 
Our mission at Quakertown is to “Share, Grow, 
and Serve.”  The key to that mission is that we 
are called to simply be faithful and reach out to 
others with the loving and transforming message 
of God as revealed in Christ.  The results are not 
in our hands, but in the hands of God.  The joy 
we have is in knowing we are part of something 
bigger than ourselves.  And knowing we do not 
have to outdo the 7 billion other people on this 
planet, but only do what we are capable of - 
being a witness of what God is doing in our own 
lives.   
 

To witness for Christ, let me offer this simple tool 
to P.A.S.S. on the message that “God so loved 
the world…” 
 

 PRAY for the people in your life (family, 

friends, co-workers, classmates, neighbors) 

 ASK questions to get people thinking about 

how God may be reaching out to them in 
their situation. For example, “Where do you 
think God is in this situation?” 

 SPEAK of how God is working in your own 

life - “I have to say how grateful I am that 
God has blessed me with friends at a time 
like this.” 

 SHARE a shoulder to cry on, a morsel of 

food, a drink of water, or something tangible 
that makes the loving presence of God real 
in this world to those in need. 

 

 May God richly bless you! 
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Date Gospel Sermon Title and Message 

September 4, 2016 Mark 5:1-10 Before Jesus Died, He Lived! 

 

We cannot just lean on Jesus’ death as our 

salvation while ignoring his many teachings on 

how to live while we are here in this world. 

September 11, 2016 

Rally Day 

Matthew 16:13-20 Be a Gate-Crasher! 

 

Jesus sees his church on the offensive, crashing 

down the gates of hell, freeing people from their 

bonds, and transforming death to life. 

September 18, 2016 Luke 12:13-21 Are You Here? 

 

More often than not, we are either mentally in the 

past or the future.  We allow our minds to re-live 

moments of regret or concern over and over again, 

or we worry over what may happen.  Jesus 

instructs his disciples to be here now. 

September 25, 2016 Mathew 20:1-15 Be a Star! 

 

Some stars in the sky actually died out thousands 

of years ago, yet they continue to shine their light 

here on earth.  What are we giving that will shine 

on long after we’re gone? 

October 2, 2016 

World Communion Sunday 

Mark 6:1-6 How Can I Matter? 

 

Many times in life we may ask ourselves if we 

make a difference, if we matter.  When we 

experience a defeat, or hear someone say 

something that discourages us, we may begin to 

feel we are failures in this life.  Jesus experienced 

rejection at times, too.  Yet he found a way to 

move forward.  

Sermon Plans 
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QUMC Financial Snapshot 

Since alerting the congregation of our financial situation, we’ve seen an increase in General Fund donations 

that is starting to make a positive difference.  Thank you for your support! 
 

Through July, donations continue to track below budget. The good news is the rate of decline has lessened.  

Presently, we are tracking to a $30,000 deficit for the year.  This is still serious, but represents a $5,000 

improvement since May. 
 

YTD Expenses are also below target due to 3 months of deferred *conference payments.  As our monthly cash 

balance has improved, we will begin to catch-up on these payments.   

*The “conference payments” refers to QUMC’s fair share apportionment.  The United Methodist 

denomination is connectional, meaning that individual churches do not function as strictly autonomous units.  

Each church is part of a conference along with other churches.  (QUMC is in the Eastern Pennsylvania 

Conference.)  The conference as a whole funds many missions and ministries along with supporting the 

necessary staff.  Each church is asked to contribute a fair share of the finances needed to carry out these 

ministries beyond its own doors.  The fair shares are called apportionments. 

 

QUMC has a long record of paying its apportionments in full, thus demonstrating that we are seeking to obey 

Jesus, who told his followers to make disciples throughout the world.  See Matthew 28:19,20. 
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RALLY DAY 
Sunday, September 11, 10:00 a.m. 

 

Meet in the sanctuary for the kickoff of the Christian Education year! 

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly.  

As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow,  

so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.”   

Ephesians 4:16 

QUMC has Sunday School classes for all ages.  For adults there are the Men’s and Women’s classes, along 

with the Faithbuilders class.  Meeting in Room 109, Faithbuilders, under the leadership of Gail Schadler, 

invites adults to join in a journey of discovery and growth that will empower and equip you for service and 

leadership in the Body of Christ, the church.  This program will provide a biblical foundation for 

understanding spiritual gifts and their importance to the church.  It will help you find God’s direction for 

your life and increase your sense of meaning and purpose as you name, claim, and come to appreciate your 

own spiritual gifts. 
 

 From September 11 to October 23:  Spirit Gifts:  One Spirit, Many Gifts 

 This elective will be offered again February 19 to April 2 for those who cannot attend the fall classes.   
 

Other studies: 
 

 October 30:  The Parable of the Talents 

 In the middle of a long sermon about His future return from heaven to usher in God’s Kingdom, Jesus 

 told this parable about a wealthy man who was leaving on a long journey.  The man entrusted his 

 money to three servants.  His response to each servant’s investment strategy will give us insight into 

 how we are to use what God has entrusted to our care. 
..continued on page 6 
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 November 13 to December 18, Advent Study:  Not a Silent Night  -  Mary Looks Back to Bethlehem 

 Beginning with a look at the meaning and symbols of Advent itself, this class will then move into 

 Reverend Adam Hamilton’s video-book study, Not a Silent Night.  We will prepare our hearts for 

 Christmas by looking at the life of Jesus through his mother’s eyes, starting not at the beginning, but at 

 the end.  And we will learn the message Mary learned, that in the messiness of life, God is at work, 

 bringing blessing out of pain. 

 

 January 8 to February 12:  Heaven:  What the Bible Says 

 What happens when we die?  What’s heaven like?  Is there really a hell?  What’s the difference 

 between Sheol and Gehanna?  Who gets to go to heaven?  What happens to people and the earth at the 

 End Times?  Join us to find out what the Bible has to say to answer all your questions.  And learn why 

 the bodily resurrection of Jesus means everything! 

 Chicken Barbecue:  Saturday, September 10, 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.  Eat in or take out.  Adults  -  $10;  

      children ages 4 to 10  -  $4.  Proceeds benefit missions.  Music by Pastor Tom. 

 FEAST Food Pantry items in September:  school lunchbox snacks and juice boxes. 

 UMCOR Cleaning Buckets:  Supplies for disaster relief will be collected beginning September 11.  There 

will be a display in the narthex with information on what is needed. 

 CROP Walk:  This is an annual ecumenical event to raise money for the eradication of hunger.  Walkers 

will gather in Quakertown’s Memorial Park on Sunday, October 9 at 1:00 p.m.  Watch Sunday bulletin 

announcements for details on how to be or sponsor a walker. 

 Thank you to all who gave generously to the school supplies collection for children in need in the 

Quakertown Community School District, Kensington Area Ministries, and Jerusalem House in Allentown. 

The Kids Club, our fellowship ministry for kids grades 1 to 5, will resume this fall.  We’ll meet once a month 

for Bible lessons, service projects, and lots of fun!  Our first meeting will be on Sunday, September 18, 

followed The CROP Hunger Walk on October 9.  (You can walk and even bring your dog!)  Contact Babs 

Kerns at 267.825.5693 or babs.kerns@gmail.com for more information. 

 

Joyful Noise is for children ages 4 to 5th grade who like to sing.  Rehearsals begin on Wednesday, September 

14, 6:30 to 7:00 p.m.  Contact Sara Gray at sgray78@verizon.net or Babs Kerns (see above) for more 

information. 

Attention Kids! 

Opportunities to be in Mission 
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 QUMC needs some help in the Parlor Library finding new homes for outdated or lost books and 

organizing the remaining ones.  If you would be interested in helping with this effort to make our library 

more user-friendly, please send an email to IFD@qumc.com or see Babs Kerns.  Thank you! 
 

 Volunteers are needed to run the video system for worship services.  It is desirable to have a minimum of 

two people from each service capable of running the system for ample coverage.  Contact 

communications@qumc.com if you are interested in this opportunity to assist with worship. 

 Our Sunday School program for children and youth is in need of some 

dedicated support people.  Teaching is on a part-time basis, provided that 

we have sufficient help. The pay isn’t great, but the rewards are eternal!  

Please prayerfully consider this as a way to serve by putting your faith 

into action.  If teaching isn’t one of your gifts, please pray for God to 

provide us with those needed to carry out the Christian Education mission 

of our church.  Contact Tammy Swearingen with questions or for 

additional information at (trswearingen@verizon.net or 215.538.7513). 

Coolers are needed for the Chicken Barbecue on Saturday, September 10.  Maybe you have an old cooler you 

no longer use.  Or you may choose to lend us a cooler.  Either way is fine.  Contact Carol Pertuit  

(610-346.6713) if you can help us out in this way. 

Got Coolers? 

QUMC is blessed to have a wonderful Youth Group.  If you shop at Redner’s you can help them raise funds.  

Use your Redner’s card.  Put your complete receipts into the red bag next to the doors into Miller Hall.  The 

Youth Group receives one percent of the total of the tapes.  They recently got a check for $175.61 from 

Redner’s. 

Support Our Youth Group 
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Participants in Bible in a Year will celebrate their completing the reading of the complete Bible with a pot luck 

in Miller Hall following the 11:00 service on Sunday, January 15, 2017.  Near the end of year 2016 a sign-up 

sheet will be posted in the narthex. 

Circle of Parental Encouragement (C.O.P.E.) has set the dates for the 2016-2017 school year meetings.  Join 

other moms of the church to discuss the joys and trials of parenting today.  Mothers of kids of ALL AGES are 

encouraged to attend.  Dates are September 27, November 29, January 31, March 28 and May 30.  Meetings 

are held in Miller Hall from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 

COPE  
(Circle of Parental Encouragement) 

Tra La La 

If you are in grade 9 or anywhere on up in age and you like to sing, QUMC’s Chancel Choir may be just the 

place for you.  You’ll enjoy the fellowship with the choir members and the satisfaction of contributing to the 

worship services in such an important way.  See choir director and organist Jeff Shuman or choir members 

Gail Schadler or Patty Wensel. 

Thanks again to all who supported and who participated in another wonderful Vacation Bible School.  Also, 

congratulations for the outstanding VBS worship service.  Kids in attendance numbered 105, with 77 

volunteers making it all possible.  The organization Samaritan’s Purse received the offerings of $1,153.  Well 

done, good and faithful servants. 

VBS Report 

Bible in a Year 
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QUMC needs someone to step into the important ministry of nursery coordinator.  Erin Haslett will mentor the 

new volunteer.  This position could be shared by a husband and wife team or two friends. 

 

Responsibilities include recruiting volunteers and scheduling nursery coverage for the 9:00 and 11:00 services.  

Those parents who use the nurseries would logically be part of the volunteer pool. 

 

Contact Erin Haslett at 215.804.8618 or erinhaslett@gmail.com. 

Urgent Need! 

Endowment Education Grants 

The Educational Endowment Committee is pleased to report that on Sunday, November 27 the church will 

distribute grants to eligible students receiving post-high school education. 

 

Eligibility requirements are as follows: 

 Student must be a member in good standing of QUMC. 

 Student must be enrolled and attending the 2016-2017 academic year in an institution of higher education 

(including technical schools). 

 

Applications will be available beginning on October 1 and must be requested, completed, and returned to the 

church office by the student by November 1. 

 

Contact any committee member (Steve Finch, Ruth Barto, Nancy Parry, David Rush, John DeSimone) with 

questions. 

Join the church family for Pizza & Putt, Sunday, September 25.  After gathering in Miller Hall at 12:15 p.m. 

for a pizza lunch, we will travel to Putt U mini golf in Center Valley for a 1:30 tee time.  Lunch is provided; 

just bring a dessert to share.  Cost is $4.95 per person.  Sign-up in the narthex.  There is no rain date for this 

event.  Contact Steve or Janet Finch (215.538.0835 or finchsc1@verizon.net) with questions. 

Pizza & Putt 
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Join us for 

POPCORN THEOLOGY SERIES #1 
 

When:  Sunday, September 18, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
 

Where: QUMC Sanctuary 
 

What:  The #1 rated movie “War Room,” a compelling faith drama 

   filled with humor and heart that explores the power prayer 

   can have on marriages, parenting, careers, friendships, and 

   every aspect of life 

Don’t miss this exciting event taking place while both the Youth Group and Kids Club are 

meeting.  Child care will be provided for younger children.  Follow-up sessions to discuss the 

movie will be scheduled if there is such interest.   

Friday, October 21 and Saturday, October 22:  Fall Rummage Sale, 9:00 a.m. 

Now is the time to begin to gather unused items in good, usable condition!  

Details to follow in the October newsletter. 

 

Saturday, October 29:  Fall Festival, 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Activities to 

include games, food, silent auction, and bake sale.  More information to 

come. 

Faith Preschool Celebrates! 
 

Faith Preschool looks forward to the start of its 15th year of quality 

preschool education with 59 enthusiastic 2, 3 & 4-year-olds set to begin the 

2016-17 school year on September 7th.   

 

Faith Preschool continues to be a vital ministry of QUMC and an important 

outreach to the community with excellent programming, dedicated staff, 

strong board leadership, and much-appreciated congregational support.     

It’s not too late to enroll your child since limited openings remain in a few classes. Additional information 

and registration materials are available in the church lobby or online at www.qumc.com.  For further questions 

or to schedule a tour, please call the Faith Preschool office at 215-536-8172.    

http://www.qumc.com
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Worship Committee News & Notes 

 
 

 

 

 

For more information about worship news items,  

contact Bill Scott (bill.scott@remmey.com or 215.620.7413) 

 Sponsors are needed for weekly altar flowers.  A sign-up sheet is posted on the 

bulletin board between the sets of entrance doors to the church.  Providing altar 

flowers for worship services is a great way to remember or honor a loved one.   

 Cost is $35. 

 

 Ushers are needed for the 8:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. worship services.  Share the love 

of God by welcoming church members and visitors alike to QUMC by serving in this 

way. 

 

 Also needed is an Usher Coordinator, responsible for gathering the list of ushers and 

preparing the ushering schedule.  The schedule is made once a year, with each team 

of ushers covering two non-consecutive months a year. 

 

 Worship Leaders are needed for the 8:00 a.m. service.  Put your faith into action by 

assisting Pastor Tom at 8 o’clock worship. 

 

 Festival Worship Services will be held on Sunday, October 2 and Sunday, December 

18.  Sunday School will be held at 10:00 a.m., with Festival Worship at 11:00 a.m. 

 

 Wednesday Night Fellowship Dinners will resume October 12, continuing through 

November 16.  Dinner will be served at 5:00 p.m., followed by a short program from 

6:00 to 6:30.  This will allow plenty of time for members of Joyful Noise to get to 

rehearsal at 6:30 and for members of the Chancel Choir to get to their rehearsal at 

7:00. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY to:    Carol Wackerman  -  September 3; Stephen Rhoades  -  September 17. 

 

BAPTIZED on Sunday, August 28: Kianna Damacia Tamburino, daughter of Jason & Lauren.   

          Kianna was born on January 3, 2016. 

 

IN MEMORIAM:     Joy Diehl  -  August 6. 

 

NOTES OF APPRECIATION: 

 

Dear Friends at QUMC, 
 

I want to express my heartfelt thanks for all the generous gifts, cards, and very kind words that you have 

given me.  The Iron Pigs tickets, the hummingbird feeder, and the cartoon collections are very caring gifts 

that will/are being enjoyed! 
 

Also, I appreciate all the other gifts that I received.  I was very touched by the kindness and thoughtfulness 

that so many extended.  Your generosity and warmth will always be remembered! 
 

I had one Sunday off on June 5.  On the 12th I began as interim pastor at Christ Church UCC in 

Bethlehem.  While they are a good group of folks, they cannot hold a candle to QUMC!  You set the bar 

very high and Sally and I have remarked many times how the Bethlehem congregation is just not as warm 

and welcoming as you were…  We truly were blessed to have you come into our lives! 
 

As you welcome your new pastor, and I have said this several times...if you are half as gracious in your 

welcome of him and his family as you were of Sally and me, you will have done a great job! 
 

I will continue to remember you and your ministry in my prayers.  QUMC is a truly great congregation and 

I trust will go forward sharing God’s love in Jesus Christ.  May his blessings go with you always that you 

may continue to be a blessing for others! 
 

                      Peace, 

                      John 
 

Note:   This was enclosed in a beautiful card from John and Sally Kunkel.   

   See bulletin board inside the front doors. 

 

 

Dear QUMC Family, 
 

Thank you for the graduation card and for the awesome environment that I grew up in.  The Christian 

values I learned will help me very much in college and throughout life.  Thanks for shaping who I am.   

Go Owls!! 
 

                      Thanks, 

                      Aaron Besch 
 

Editor’s Note:  Sounds as if Aaron is a Temple University freshman.  My old Alma Mater ☺ 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
7:00 p.m. 
Radical  
Hospitality, 
Praise Band 

2 3 

4 
8:00 a.m. 
Traditional Worship 
9:00 a.m. 
Contemporary 
Worship 
11:00 a.m. 
Traditional Worship 

5 
 

6 
7:00 p.m. 
Missions, 
Trustees 

7 
7:00 p.m. 
Chancel Choir 

8 
7:00 p.m. 
Finance, 
Praise Band 

9 10 
4:00 p.m. 
Chicken  
Barbecue 

11 ** 
RALLY DAY 
6:00 p.m. 
Youth Group 
Family Picnic 

12 
7:00 p.m. 
Grace Notes 

13 14 
6:30 p.m. 
Joyful Noise 
7:00 p.m. 
Chancel Choir 

15 
7:00 p.m. 
Praise Band 

16 17 
8:00 a.m. 
Men’s  
Breakfast 
9:00 a.m. 
Conference 
Mission Team  
(Miller Hall) 

18 ** 
6:00 p.m. 
Popcorn  
Theology  
Series,  
Kids Club, 
Youth Group 

19 
7:00 p.m. 
Grace Notes 

20 21 
6:00 p.m. 
Worship  
Committee 
6:30 p.m. 
Joyful Noise 
7:00 p.m. 
Chancel Choir 

22 
7:00 p.m. 
Intentional 
Faith  
Development, 
Praise Band 

23 24 
Youth Group  
at Free Fall  
in Quakertown 

25 ** 
12:15 p.m. 
Pizza & Putt 

26 
7:00 p.m. 
Grace Notes 

27 
7:00 p.m. 
COPE 

28 
6:30 p.m. 
Joyful Noise 
7:00 p.m. 
Chancel Choir 

29 
7:00 p.m. 
Praise Band 

30 
Wedding 
Rehearsal 

 

September 2016 
Church Activity Calendar 

**SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 


