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Summer 2016

The Reverend Dr. Thomas Robinson and his wife Jane and children Ashley, Michael, and
Zachary are now officially part of our church family.
Pastor Robinson has been in ordained ministry for 28 years, most recently at Green Pond UMC
in Easton. He felt called by God into ministry, at first struggling with that call until it became
too strong to deny. He stepped out in faith.
Having been blessed by God with many gifts, Pastor Robinson enjoys singing, playing the
guitar, drawing, and other creative activities. And, oh yes, he likes to ride a motorcycle.
(Whether or not that is a gift may be open to debate!)
A central thrust of his ministry is to help those who are hurting and feeling rejected by God to
experience God’s unfailing love and grace.
Recognizing that the enemy of our souls seeks to pull us apart, Pastor Robinson likes to quote
Luciano De Crescenzo: “We are each of us angels with only one wing, and we can only fly by
embracing one another.”
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My brother Greg recently took some vacation time in the Hawaiian Islands, specifically on Maui. On one
particular day, he was texting me some pictures and describing a day trip that he and his wife Kerri were on.
They were taking the Road to Hana. He explained that the journey was not about Hana, but about the ROAD.
It wasn’t about arriving, but about experiencing the journey one traveled. I looked it up online and read about
some of the experiences he and Kerri were having: Twin Falls, the Garden of Eden Arboretum, Wailua
Valley, Lava Tube Beaches, Kahanu Garden, and several other sights to take into one’s spirit as one journeyed.
Then it hit me: this is Life! We may all have a destination, but the most important thing we need to focus on
each day is where we are now in this journey. The moments with our loved ones, our friends, whether happy
or sad, are vital to our journey. The moments we experience tragedy as well as comedy, or romance, or even
just ordinary, simple, commonplace events have something within them to discover and transform us from
who we were yesterday into who we are now.
I pray that you will take your own “Road to Hana” this summer by paying attention to each day and the many
experiences God has for you to live in and through. And I pray some of those moments will include times you
and I can get together to get to know one another.
In God’s grace,
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A Message from the Chair of Staff Parish Relations Committee
(SPRC)
“ And how are they to preach unless they are sent?
As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!’ ”
Romans 10:15
We have reached the time for our newly appointed pastor to begin his ministry here at QUMC. In the
above verse St. Paul is letting the church at Rome know how important and beautiful the pastoral ministry
truly is. It is a wonderful encouragement for our church to rally around the appointment of the new pastor.
The church is the place where, as the Articles of Religion state, “the pure Word of God is preached, and the
Sacraments duly administered according to Christ’s ordinance, in all those things that of necessity are
requisite to the same.”
The past six months have given us a chance to look at ourselves: to repent where we fell short of the glory
that God intended for us, to give and receive forgiveness, and to live as a forgiven and resurrected
community of faith. It gave us an opportunity to experience the ministry of Pastor John and Sally Kunkel.
We said farewell to them and to Pastor Russell and Barbara. Welcoming and farewells, repentance and
forgiveness, are necessary parts of the life of the church so that we can become the body of Christ that He
intends us to be.
As Pastor Robinson and his family join our community of faith, there are several things that we need to
understand:
Pastors are not perfect, but they are called. This means that if you expect that any pastor, including
Pastor Robinson, is not going to make any mistakes, you will be disappointed. However, Pastor
Robinson has been called and appointed to the pastoral office here at QUMC. We need to be ready to
receive the Word of God and to receive the Sacraments as Christ has commanded, and to walk with him
to see where God is leading us.
We need to respect Pastor Robinson’s time. Once he is settled in, we will inform you of his office
schedule. He needs time to be with family and friends just like the rest of us. This will help him to be
more effective in his ministry.
Mercy, Compassion, and Forgiveness. Our covenant, printed and displayed outside of the sanctuary,
needs to become more than just words on the wall. It needs to permeate who we are. When we fall
short, we need to ask for forgiveness, restore each other through reconciliation, and begin to walk and
work together once again. This is how we show others that we have been with Jesus.
Separation from the past. Relationships developed and were enjoyed by many members and Pastor
Atkinson. To help make a smooth transition to Pastor Robinson, it is requested that Pastor Atkinson not
be contacted for services at QUMC, such as weddings and funerals (this is the rule of the United
Methodist denomination.) Feel free to send him cards and notes of your support in his new
appointment.
In preparation for Pastor Robinson’s arrival, a prayer vigil was held the weekend of July 2 and July 3. The
church was open for those 24 hours for prayer for the new ministry that will be taking place. This was a
great opportunity to pray for our congregation, our new pastor, his family, and for the future work here at
QUMC. This was also a time for all of us to be in prayer for our role in the church as we move forward.
...continued on page 4
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Leadership Meetings: The SPRC has prepared a list of the leaders of the committees and meeting dates
for Pastor Robinson so that he can meet with all of the leadership teams to get acclimated to QUMC.
Name Tags: During the months of July to September, we ask worshippers to wear a name tag to help with
name recognition for Pastor Robinson.
Change can be difficult, but without change there is no growth. We have had an awesome responsibility
over the last six months to prepare ourselves for the new ministry of Pastor Robinson. I am extremely
proud of the time and participation of this congregation. I see the hand of God in these events as we are
now ready to move forward to fulfill the Great Commission and join our ministry to that of Pastor
Robinson.
May God’s blessing be on QUMC, Pastor Robinson, and his family as we prepare to get to know each
other. May He bless the plans that He has for us.
Faithfully,
Dennis Pfleiger, Chair
Staff Parish Relations Committee

Welcoming & Getting
to Know You Events
Welcoming Receptions
Following each service on July 3, a reception was held in Miller Hall.
Open House
Wednesday, July 20, from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. Bill and Dianne Scott will host an open house for members to
meet the Robinsons. Address is 3259 Miller Road, Pennsburg.
Chili Cook-Off & Guys Night In with Pastor Robinson
All men invited to Miller (Fellowship) Hall to find out who creates the best chili, Friday, July 29, 7:00 p.m.
You don’t need to bring anything to enjoy the evening, except open arms. Sign up in the narthex or contact
Steve Finch. Prizes awarded to the top entries.
Meet & Greet with Mrs. Robinson
All women are invited to enjoy an evening with Jane Robinson, Friday, July 29, 7:00 p.m., at the home of
Phyllis McKinley, 21 Barrel Run Road. Please bring an appetizer or dessert to share. Child care provided.
Great opportunity also for women of the church to get to know one another. Sign up in the narthex to let
Phyllis know you are coming.
Youth Time
In July, Nicholas Stout and the youth leaders will arrange a time for Pastor Robinson to meet with the Youth
Group and get to know them.
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Attention Kids!
The Kids Club needs new leaders for next year!
QUMC’s children in grades 1 through 5 have their own youth group called the Kids Club. They gather
monthly during the school year to learn, serve, and have fun together. We need help to continue to support this
ministry. If you’d like to join a small team that will share the responsibilities for communication, planning,
and running the meetings, please contact Babs Kerns (babs.kerns@gmail.com) or Dianne Scott
(bill@remmey.com). We would love to have your support for this important children’s ministry!

Take Me Out to the Ballgame
Philadelphia Phillies at Citizens Bank Park for Methodist Night
Join hundreds of Eastern PA folks from across our conference at the ballpark to root for the home team on
Saturday, July 16 at 7:05 p.m. The conference United Methodist Men have once again arranged for us to buy
discounted tickets, with $10 of each ticket we buy supporting their men’s ministries.
Ticket prices range from $20 to $38. Check out the “Methodist Night” webpage at www.phillies.com/
methodist. To order your tickets, click on the green “T” icon and enter the promotion code METHODIST.
Place your order now! Tickets are subject to availability. Groups of 25 or more, please contact Jen Leone in
the Phillies Group Sales Office at 215.463.5000, extension 5267. We hope to see you at Citizens Bank Park
on July 16.

Next Newsletter
Please turn in all items for the September issue by August 15. There is a lot of work that editor Mary Schwer
and producer Barb Hafler have to do to put out the newsletter each month, so please observe the deadline.
Also, it would really help if you would double-space the copy, giving space for Mary to do her editing thing.
Thanks so much!
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Attention QUMC Women
The annual United Methodist Women (UMW) cluster picnic is scheduled for Tuesday, August 16, 5:30 p.m.,
in the dining hall of Highland Park Camp in Sellersville. We will car pool from the church at 5:00. Please
bring a dessert to share. All women invited; you do not need to be an active member of QUMC’s UMW.

Opportunities to be in Mission








Feast Food Pantry items for the month of July: spices and condiments.
Feast Food Pantry items for the month of August: peanut butter and jelly.
Loaves and Fishes Community Dinner - August 4 at Trinity Lutheran Church on Hellertown Avenue.
Dinner served at 5:45. Please join us in reaching out to our Quakertown neighbors.
We will be collecting Back to School supplies in August. These will be distributed to Kensington Area
Ministries (KAM), Jerusalem House, and Quakertown area children.
Mission Trip! This summer, the mission team will travel to Crisfield, Maryland, from August 14 to 20 to
rebuild structures damaged by Hurricane Sandy in 2012. This opportunity is open to youth (ages 14 and
above) and adults. Contact Carol Pertuit (610.346.6713) for more information or to sign-up.
Annual Chicken BBQ: September 10, 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. Adults: $10, children ages 4 to 10: $4. Benefits
missions.
Red Cross Blood Drive: Friday, August 12, 2:00 to 7:00 p.m., Miller Hall.

Adult & Family Ministry
Coming in September! Pizza and Putt at Putt U! Watch for details and date for this Sunday afternoon of fun.

Road Alert
Mill Road is undergoing construction this summer (thank goodness!!) Use Trumbauersville Road as an
alternate route to the church.
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Sunday School News
The last day of Sunday School classes for children and youth was June 12. A special program was held in the
sanctuary with each class participating.
There were songs, memory verses, prayers, presentations about favorite Bible figures, and the recitation of the
Apostle’s Creed.
Kudos to our Sunday School children’s and youth classes who bring offerings throughout the year to provide
school lunches for school district students. The $1,114.40 collected this year benefited 12 students. Next
year’s goal is to help 16. This is a joint missions and Christian Education ministry.
The men’s and women’s classes will continue through the summer. The new school year begins with Rally
Day on September 11.

...and that’s not all...
Our Sunday School program for children and youth is in need of some dedicated support people. Teaching is
on a part-time basis, provided that we have sufficient help. The pay isn’t great, but the rewards are eternal!
Please prayerfully consider this as a way to serve by putting your faith into action. If teaching isn’t one of
your gifts, please pray for God to provide us with those needed to carry out the Christian Education mission of
our church. Contact Tammy Swearingen .(trswearingen@verizon.net or 215-538-7513) with questions or for
additional information.

Be a Faithbuilder!
Faithbuilders, an adult Sunday School class led by Gail Schadler, will resume on Rally Day, September 11 at
10:00 a.m. Topics to be explored include:
September 11 to October 23:

Spirit Gifts: One Spirit, Many Gifts

October 30:

Parable of the Talents

November 13 to December 18:

Not a Silent Night: Mary Looks Back to Bethlehem

January 8 to February 12:

Heaven
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Missionaries
QUMC helps to support two United Methodist missionaries. We have been a supporter of John Elmore, who
serves in Chile, for many years. After the retirement of Helen Shepard, whom we also helped to support for a
long time, we now have a supportive relationship with Rebecca Parsons.
Becky Parsons is a missionary with the General Board of Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church,
commissioned as a Church and Community Worker in 2009 and assigned to the United Methodist Community
Outreach Program in Roanoke, Virginia, where she is program director and acting administrative director.
Community Outreach seeks to meet the physical, spiritual, and educational needs of inner-city children and
youth who live in at-risk environments in the area.
Born in Florida but raised in Henryville, Pennsylvania, within the Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conference,
Becky is a member of the Wooddale United Methodist Church in East Stroudsburg. She attended Florida
Southern College, Lakeland, earning a bachelor’s degree in the humanities in 2005; she then enrolled in the
Theological School at Drew University, Madison, New Jersey, graduating with an M.Div. degree in 2009.
“My faith continues to be a journey every day, and it is defined by the beauty of God’s presence in each
moment,” she says. “My faith is strengthened by the daily struggle of people who confront evil, seek justice,
make peace, bear witness to God’s love, and care for God’s creation.”

Radical Hospitality Needs:
 Greeters at all services and Sunday School. (9:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.) Contact Ruth Baker at

267.221.9022.
 Welcome Center Greeters and tour guides at all services. Contact Steve Finch at 215.538.0835.
 People to help us continue to be a warm and welcoming church family. We need interested, openhearted

people to serve on our committee, to help maintain and create more programs to care for our congregation.
Bring your ideas and your talents. We meet on the first Thursday of every month at 7:00 p.m. See Liz
Cole or Steve Finch if you can help us.

VBS
Thanks to all the many willing volunteers who made another Vacation Bible School such a resounding
success. This is one of QUMC’s outreach to the community programs.
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Come On Out!
“Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, sprung in completeness where His feet pass.”
The 9:00 o’clock Contemporary Worship Service will be taking it outside, meeting in the church pavilion on
two summer mornings: July 10 (raindate July 17) and August 14 (raindate August 21). Dress comfortably and
enjoy worshipping in a natural surrounding!

Telling Our Story
Join the new Communications Team as we work on QUMC’s website and social media presence. We are
looking for people interested in helping to keep our social media sites updated, as well as people interested in
re-energizing our website. Knowledge of social media sites is a bonus. It is not necessary to understand
coding or web design. We are also looking for a youth to be involved. This is an exciting opportunity to be a
part of the “face” of Quakertown United Methodist Church. Contact Matt McMichael at
matt@mcmichaelfamily.com.

Reporting Building
and Grounds Issues
If you have any questions or concerns about anything pertaining to QUMC’s building or grounds, please
contact Debbie Reynolds (dave49deb@verizon.net). Such issues are the purview of the Board of Trustees.
If you prefer, you may call the church office to request that the church secretary contact the trustees.

We Are Collecting...
 Redner’s Receipts: Do you shop at Redner’s? If so, please save your tapes. The youth get 1% of the total
of the tapes. You must use your Redner’s card. Deposit receipts in the red bag next to Miller Hall doors.

 Aluminum Cans: Having parties this summer? Don’t forget to bring in your aluminum cans for Missions.
Deposit them by the sign at the Picnic Pavilion.
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Enjoy a Good Book?
QUMC needs some help in the Parlor Library finding new homes for outdated or lost books and organizing the
remaining ones. If you would be interested in helping with this effort to make our library more user-friendly,
please send an email to IFD@qumc.com or see Babs Kerns. Thank you!

“Techies” Wanted!
Volunteers are needed to run the video system for each worship service. It is desirable to have a minimum of
two people from each service capable of running the system so that we have ample coverage. Please contact
communications@qumc.com if you are interested in this opportunity to assist with worship.

Faith Preschool Spots Available
2’s, 3’s, & 4’s ☺ 2016-2017 School Year
Don’t miss the opportunity this summer to register your preschooler for Faith Preschool for the 2016-17
school year. Faith Preschool offers a variety of classes for 2’s, 3’s, and 4’s, which include numerous
enrichment activities such as “Stretch-n-Grow,” Lunch Bunch, music classes, and summer camp.
Limited openings remain in all classes, but are filling. For additional information and/or to schedule a
tour, please contact Registrar, Melodie Schmouder at 215.536.8172 or by email at
faithpreschoolofficemanager@gmail.com. Registration forms and detailed program information may be
found in the church lobby or at www.qumc.com.
Importantly, Faith Preschool offers a number of special discounts to make the cost of its quality preschool
programming more affordable:







One registration fee per family ($35)
Younger sibling tuition discount of 15%
Tuition discount of 3% for annual tuition paid-in-full in August
No activity fees
“NEW” - Generous recruitment incentive of $100 cash award for each qualifying referral
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The Youth Group has a new email address: QUMCyouthgroup@gmail.com. If you are currently on the email
list you should already be receiving emails. You can also send an email to Youth Group leaders if you would
like to be placed on the email list for students in grades 6 to 12.
Additional volunteers are needed to help lead Youth Group this coming year. Please prayerfully consider if
this is an area in which you may be willing to serve. If you have any questions or have an interest in this
opportunity, see Dennis Pfleiger, Rachelle Sawadski, or Jason Geddes, or email the present leaders at
QUMCyouthgroup@gmail.com.
Mrs. Stout will host High School Panera Nights! Youth entering grades 9 to 12 can meet her at Panera on
Wednesday nights from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. on the following dates: July 13, July 27, August 10, and August 31.
On Thursday, July 14 from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m., Mrs. Sawadski will be at Chick-Fil-A. Middle schoolers in
grades 6 to 8 are invited to come out for a time of fellowship with each other.
Our Summer Pool Party will be held at the home of the Mitchell's (1895 Mayflower Drive, Quakertown) on
Sunday July 24, 2:30 to 5:00 p.m. Hamburgers and hot dogs will be provided. A link will be sent out via email
for those planning to attend to sign up to bring a side dish or dessert to share.
Lastly, the Youth Group end-of-summer retreat will be held August 12 to 13. Details to follow.

QUMC Financial Snapshot
Through May 2016, we continue to track
below of our overall budget.
Monthly donations for May were up, but
this is partly attributed to May having
five Sundays. Expenses continued at the
same rate. To help insure there are
adequate funds in the Church’s checking
account, Conference payments are one
month behind.
As we’re in the summer months,
donations tend to drop due to irregular
attendance. Please consider registering
for on-line giving through the church
web site. This would help insure steady
contributions toward meeting our
monthly expenses.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY to: Dorothy Williams - July 10, George Setman - July 15, Joy Diehl - July 30,
Shirley Willauer - August 5, Wesley (Bill) Dietz - August 15, Mary Stahr - August 15,
Harry Stotsenburg - August 15.
WAY TO GO!
High School Graduates:
Aaron Besch

Coaches Award
Quakertown Masonic Lodge No. 512 Wilmer H. Funk Memorial Scholarship
PVT John Rivers Memorial Award
Appointment to the United States Air Force Academy
Quakertown Wrestling Booster Club Senior Scholarship
Richlandtown Playground Association Award
Roger Jones Memorial Scholarship
Marian R. Afflerbach Memorial Scholarship

Jacob Bovard
Madison Bucior
Robert Burns
Spenser Gray
Amanda Kahn
Darby Keller
Rebecca Lennon
Abbie Miller
Blake Miller
Charlie Mae Miller
Allison Sterner

Quakertown Police Officers’ Association Award
Vocal Music - Outstanding Female Choir Member
Lenape Chapter No. 339 Order of the Eastern Star
Doris H. Lohman Arts & Crafts Award
Roselon Award
Roselon Award
Class of 1988 Award

College Graduates:
Jonas Murphy
Jacob Swearingen

University of Illinois at Urbana - Champaign
Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT)

Can You Help?
I am looking for a spare, dry room in which I can temporarily store about 10-18 gallon storage bins of clothing
for an older, handicapped woman. The woman is currently in a hospital and will require some intense medical
facility rehab before I can relocate her from her current home to some kind of housing facility in our
immediate area.
The clothes are all washed and bagged and in stackable bins. If you have such an empty room that could be
used for this purpose and can spare it for a period of 6 to 8 months, please contact Maryellen Minarik
(610.751.9083 or craftlover38@aol.com).
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July 2016

Church Activity Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

8

9

15

16

*SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
3*
Welcome
Pastor Tom
Robinson &
Family

4

5

6

7

Happy
Independence
Day!

7:00 p.m.
Trustees
“Meet & Greet”
with Pastor Tom

7:00 p.m.
Missions

7:00 p.m.
Praise Band,
Radical
Hospitality

10 *

11

12

13

14

7:00 p.m. Youth
Group High
Schoolers Night
at Panera Bread

7:00 p.m.
Praise Band,
Youth Group
Middle Schoolers
Night at
Chick-Fil-A

9:00 a.m. Outdoor
Contemporary
Worship
12 noon Miller
Hall & Pavilion

Reserved

17 *

18

19

9:00 a.m. Outdoor
Contemporary
Worship
(Raindate)

24 *
2:30 p.m.
Youth Group
Pool Party

31 *

25

26

20

21

4:00 p.m. Meetthe-Pastor Open
House at the
Scott’s House
7:00 p.m.
Christian Ed

7:00 p.m.
Praise Band,
Leadership Team

27
7:00 p.m. Youth
Group High
Schoolers Night
at Panera Bread

8:00 a.m.
Men’s Breakfast
7:05 p.m.
Methodist Night at
the Philadelphia

Phillies

22

23

28

29

30

7:00 p.m.
Praise Band

7:00 p.m. Men’s Miller Hall
Chili Cook-Off,
Reserved
Meet-the-Pastor’s
Wife at the
McKinley’s
House
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August 2016

Church Activity Calendar
Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday
2

Wednesday
3

7:00 p.m.
Trustees

Thursday
4

Friday
5

Saturday
6
9:00 a.m.
District UMW
Meeting

5:45 p.m.
Loaves & Fishes
Community
Dinner
7:00 p.m.
Praise Band,
Radical

Hospitality

7*

8

9

10

11

12

7:00 p.m.
Youth Group
High Schoolers
Night at Panera
Bread

7:00 p.m.
Praise Band,
Finance

2:00 p.m.
Blood Drive

13

Youth Group
Retreat

14 *

15

9:00 a.m.
Outdoor
Contemporary
Worship

16

17

5:30 p.m.
UMW Cluster
Picnic at
Highland Park

18

19

7:00 p.m.
Praise Band,
Leadership Team

20
8:00 a.m.
Men’s Breakfast

Mission Trip to
Maryland

21*

22

23

24

28 *

25
7:00 p.m.
Praise Band

9:00 a.m.
Outdoor
Contemporary
Worship
(Raindate)

29

30

26

27
9:30 a.m.
Conference
Mission U

31
7:00 p.m.
Youth Group
High Schoolers
Night at Panera
Bread

*SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship

