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Quakertown United Methodist Church 
1875 Freier Road    

Quakertown, PA 18951 
215.536.4992 

 

Visit our website at www.qumc.com 

Share Christ    Grow in Christ    Serve Christ May 2016 

Recently my (the editor) granddaughter’s assignment for her college sociology class was to ask people what 

“the American dream” means.  The following was my response: 

 

When I was growing up (I’m 86) I don’t recall ever hearing the phrase “the American dream,” but there was 

the widespread belief that America was “the land of opportunity” (at least for white Protestants.) 

 

 To most people today it focuses on material goals:  a good job, a nice house, financial security.  However, for 

many immigrants it also means the chance to make choices and to live in freedom. 

 

As I was pondering the question in my own life, I realized that my dreams for myself and my family are too 

often focused on what the Bible calls earthly things.  Paul writes: 

 

“...set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on 

things above, not on earthly things” (Colossians 3:1,2) 

 

Notice that Paul includes both heart (seat of our hopes and desires) and mind (seat of our choices and 

priorities). 

 

Of course we can’t ignore “earthly things.”  We have to eat, live somewhere, wear clothes, use the gifts 

God has given to us to make a positive contribution to society through our work.  It’s a matter of focus and 

priorities.  A hymn tells us to “turn (our) eyes upon Jesus.” 

 

What is your dream?  It is earthly or heavenly? 

 

M.B.S. 
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Remember the old children’s story of the little red hen?  All the other barnyard animals were content to let her 

do the work of raising the wheat, harvesting and milling it, and finally baking the bread.  It was only at this last 

stage that they took an interest—seeking to eat some of the bread she had made.  The story is a timeless tale 

that teaches several valuable life lessons, not the least of which is our responsibility to join in and help along 

the way. 

 

One recent February morning I witnessed a variation of this tale in my own backyard.  I have several bird 

feeders suspended from dogwood trees which were fairly busy especially when there was snow on the ground.  

Some birds would eat from the feeders’ perches while other birds, ground feeders by nature, would gobble up 

the seed that fell from above.  I witnessed the same phenomenon with several suet feeders as well.  The 

respective birds were doing what came naturally. 

 

It was the antics of four other backyard visitors that made me smile.  I have several squirrels that have 

discovered the feeders as well.  I marvel at their gymnastic ability as they perform their acrobatics!  One was 

hanging totally upside down, suspended completely vertically from a branch by his back legs.  From this 

position he would pull the feeders—either seed and suet—to himself and grab a morsel or two!  He’d release 

the feeder momentarily as he ate whatever his front paws had garnered.  This cycle would go on for quite a 

time. 

 

Oh yes, the other three creatures… crows!  They discovered that they didn’t have to do a lick of work.  All that 

was necessary was for them to camp out underneath whichever feeder Mr. Squirrel was after and eat what fell 

onto the snow.  The squirrel did the “work” and the crows reaped the benefit because he dropped enough to 

keep the three of them busy! 

  

As Pentecost approaches, we should consider our response to the gift of God’s Holy Spirit.  The question is 

really quite simple if you analyze it according to this story.  Which will you be …a squirrel or a crow? …a 

little red hen or another barnyard animal?  God has called us to be workers in his Kingdom and not freeloaders 

who benefit always as the result of another’s work.  I hope you will take up the challenge and become involved 

in some phase of our Church’s life!  If you are already involved—terrific!  I pray that you continue in your 

service and keep on finding significance in your participation in the life of our congregation.   

 

                  May God’s grace abound! 

 

                  Pastor John 
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From Missions Commission 

FEAST food pantry for May:  peanut butter, jelly, caned tuna, canned chicken.  There is a grocery cart inside 

the church entryway to receive your donations. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive:  Friday, May 6, 2:00 to 7:00 p.m., Miller Hall. 

 

Community Dinner in the Park:  Back by popular demand!  Date and details will follow soon. 

 

Thank you to everyone who supported our Spaghetti Dinner by attending, working in in the kitchen, and  

serving.  The profit from 159 attendees was $1,200, which will be used to support QUMC’s missions outreach. 

A farewell musical celebration, followed by a reception, was held Sunday afternoon, April 17, to recognize the 

ministry of Pastor Russell Atkinson. Russell and Barbara will be moving on to serve at Drexel Hill UMC as of 

July 1. 

 

A monetary gift, along with cards of well wishes and appreciation, were presented to Russell and Barbara. 

With Good Wishes and Prayers 

Pizza & Putt for the family, Sunday June 5.  Pizza lunch in Miller Hall at 12:15, mini golf at Putt U at 1:30.  

Lunch provided by Adult & Family Ministries.  Bring a dessert to share.  Cost:  $4.95 per person.  Sign up in 

the narthex.  No raindate.  Contact Steve and Janet Finch (215.538.0835 or finchsc1@verizon.net) with 

questions. 

Pizza & Putt  
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Nursery News 

As of June 19, nursery will be offered only during the 9:00 a.m. service.  This will give nursery staff a break 

for the summer months when attendance numbers are reduced.  The regular two-service nursery will resume 

on Rally Day, Sunday, September 11. 
 

Remember  -  there is a soundproof crying room adjacent to the sanctuary, which is equipped with rocking 

chairs. Parents can view and hear the worship service without worrying that their babies or toddlers will 

disturb other worshippers. 
 

There will be a need for volunteers for the nursery during the 11:00 services from September 11 on. 
 

With ample help, each volunteer will be responsible for only one nursery shift a month (or fewer). Nursery 

helpers are required to obtain free child abuse and criminal clearances.  Contact Erin Haslett at 215.804.8618 

or erinhaslett@gmail.com for more information. 

It has been brought to our attention that some groups may need storage space in Miller Hall and elsewhere.  

We are asking that all groups sort through and discard any unused or unwanted items in all cabinets anywhere 

in the church.  Please label the outside of the cabinets you use as yours. 
 

Trustees will be having a work meeting on Tuesday, June 7, 6:00 p.m., to clean out the storage sheds and some 

other areas in the church.  We certainly don’t want to discard anything that anyone needs!  Please join us if 

you are so inclined and we can help you unclutter. 
 

We also have another request.  Please let us know if you have a church key so we can keep a current list of 

who has them.  Email Debbie Reynolds at dave49deb@verizon.net if you have a key.  If you have one but no 

longer need it, please turn it in to the office (letting Barb know you have done so.) 
 

Thanks for your cooperation. 

Trustees are issuing a call for help to spruce up our classrooms and hallways with fresh coats of paint.  The 

goal is to complete the job before the new Christian Education year begins on Rally Day, September 11. 
 

Please note the poster and sign-up sheet on the bulletin board as you enter the church. 

...More From Trustees 

Grab a Brush! 
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First Aid 

Every QUMC classroom has a new First Aid box.  Inside the boxes are the forms and instructions to be used in 

the event of an incident requiring use of the boxes.  Instructions are below and a copy of the First Aid/Incident 

Review Form is included on page 10 of this newsletter. 

First Aid Incident Form Instructions 
 

To be completed in full by adult supervisor at time of incident, as soon as possible after 
treatment is provided and incident/accident is resolved. 
 
1. Complete this form in detail as required. 
2. Insert copy inside QUMC Incident Binder located in the church office. 
3. Please leave binder on secretary’s desk for further action. 
4. You must assure the incident area has been properly cleaned up and if further cleaning is 

required, please contact the Trustee Board to advise. 
5. Once this form is submitted and reviewed, there may be a meeting to discuss why/how 

this occurred and how to avoid future occurrences. 
 

Current Trustee Board Contacts: 
Jim Swearingen, Co-Chair:  610.209.7661 
Jerry Umstead, Co-Chair:  215.378.7773 

Debbie Reynolds, Secretary:  215.266.1385 

Get ready for an ocean adventure as Vacation Bible School goes on a Deep Sea Discovery!  We will be 

heading under the sea June 20 to 24 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.  See pages 11 and 12 of this newsletter for all the 

details! 

Make a Splash! 
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and in our hearts as we welcomed on April 24 our new organist and choir director, Jeffrey Shuman.  A profile 

of Jeff can be found below. 

 

Appreciation is due to those organists who filled the gaps during the search:  Grace Burden, Abigail Clark, 

Sara Gray, Dorothea Hemerle, Carl Shannon, and Larry Benner. 

 

A special thanks to our own Becky Witt who chaired the search committee.  This was no easy task  -  organists 

are scarce!  Becky spent untold hours meeting with the committee, preparing and submitting ads to every 

possible source, interacting with the candidates, participating in auditions, and who knows what else! 

 

Last, but far from least, Becky bravely  -  and most excellently!  -  stepped in to serve as choir director.  Well 

done and heartfelt thanks to Becky and the search committee. 

Jeffery J. Shuman, FAGO, MM, Chm. 

 

Jeff was born and raised in Detroit, Michigan.  In 1997 he married Susan Alberda.  They reside in 

Lightstreet, PA. 

 

When Jeff was only three his father introduced him to the trumpet and he began to learn the piano.  He 

attended the National Music Camp and the Interlochen Arts Academy in northern Michigan. 

 

Jeff studied both trumpet and organ at the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia; trumpet with Frank 

Kaderabek of the Philadelphia Orchestra and organ with the celebrated Rlbert Elmore, with whom he 

served as an associate.  He has served many churches as organist, most recently at All Saints Episcopal 

in Norristown. 

 

Jeff enjoys golfing and reading in addition to his music.  He invites anyone who plays an instrument to 

contact him if they would like to be part of the church’s music program. 

 

Jeff says, “It has been a joy to share music with many people, and it is a pleasure to be here in 

Quakertown.  May God bless our time together.” 
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The Latest from Missionaries 

Dustin and Emily (Jamison) Miller 

Greetings from the Dominican Republic!  We hope that you are well and that God continues to reveal Himself 

to you in bigger and better ways.  Here in the DR, we continue to serve full-time with Christian Surfers and 

Kids Alive, as well as volunteer in our local church. 

 

Christian Surfers (CS):  reaches surfers around the globe with the gospel of Jesus Christ.  We have volunteer-

led chapters in surf communities in over 36 countries.  And the need is huge  -  in the US alone, there are an 

estimated 4 million surfers!  As Regional Coordinator, Dustin oversees 12 nations in North America and builds 

new relationships in nations with potential for future CS ministries.  He organizes regional training initiatives, 

supports each nation with strategy and structure as their ministries grow, and coordinates mission trips 

between CS nations. 

 

Kids Alive:  God is working in Emily’s classroom too, providing opportunities to pray with students to accept 

Christ and to demonstrate forgiveness and grace through loving discipline.  Emily’s impact in Kids Alive is 

expanding beyond Caraballo; she helps to write curriculum and plan professional development for all the Kids 

Alive schools in the DR.  Teacher training is a huge need here, and we are excited that God is using Emily to 

fill it! 

 

God is growing our ministries, which means our financial needs are growing as well.  To raise this extra 

financial support, we will be traveling to the U.S. in July.  We hope to meet with many of you in Florida and 

Pennsylvania to share about God’s work in our ministries!    

Through March 2016, we are tracking 

slightly ahead of our overall budget. 
 

YTD Donations are below budget by 

$7,300, but offset by YTD Expenses 

$8,400 less than planned. 
 

Due to the SPRC increases that were 

approved at the recent Church Council 

meeting, we require an addition $1000 

per month beginning in April.   The new 

targets will be reflected in next month’s 

snapshot. 

QUMC Financial Snapshot 
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There’s still time to register your child for Faith Preschool for the 2016-17 school year.  Since its merger with 

the Parent’s Time Out program, Faith Preschool offers a variety of classes for 2’s, 3’s, and 4’s. 

 

Classes for 2’s are semi-structured play experiences, designed to give children a first-start to being on their 

own.  Each class includes free play, circle time, Bible story, music, crafts, snack, and gym.  Additional 

enrichment activities include Lunch Bunch and mini-camp electives.  Children may register throughout the 

year as they turn 2 and do not need to be potty trained. 

 

Classes for 3’s and 4’s provide a nurturing first-school experience which emphasizes learning activities that 

are developmentally appropriate, while preparing students for a successful transition to kindergarten.  Daily 

activities include free play, circle time, music, stories, pre-literacy skill development, math, art, snack, and 

gym.  Enhancements to these classes include music enrichment, Stretch-n-Grow physical education/nutrition 

program, Lunch Bunch, and mini-camp experiences. 

 

Special discounts to make the cost of Faith Preschool’s quality preschool education more affordable include: 

 

 One registration fee per family ($35) 

 Younger sibling tuition discount of 15% 

 Tuition discount for annual tuition paid-in-full in August (3%) 

 No activity fees 

 Referral incentive opportunity to win $100 Target gift cards 

 

For additional information or to schedule an observational tour, please contact Registrar, Melodie Schmouder, 

at 215.536.8172 or faithpreschoolofficemanager@gmail.com.  Detailed program information and registration 

forms are available in the church lobby or may be found at www.qumc.com.  Classes are filling, so please 

register soon. 

THERE’S STILL TIME 
 

2016-2017 Faith Preschool Registration 

But Jesus called for them and said, 
‘Let the little children come to me,  

and do not stop them; 
for it is to such as these 

that the kingdom of God belongs.’  
 

Luke 18:16 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY to:  June Roth  -  May 2; George Lightkep  -  May 16; JoAnn Hitman  -  May 21. 

 

BAPTISM:   On April 10, Achol Malek Akok, daughter of Michael Deng & Adhieu Yuot.  Achol was born 

    on November 16, 2015.  The parents are from Sudan.  Our church gave assistance to the father, 

    who was one of “the lost boys of Sudan.” 

 

KUDOS to Amanda Hafler, freshman at Elizabethtown College, for being selected to participate in    

              Scholarship and Creative Arts Days (SCAD) on April 19.  SCAD features “the most    

    outstanding work of students from 2015-2016.”  Amanda represented the Philosophy    

    Department in presenting her ethical research investigation Justice for Java:  Free vs.  

    Fair Trade Coffee.  

 

NOTES OF THANKS: 

 

“We wish to thank all of our church family for their prayers, cards and concerns regarding our son, Eric, 

and his recent illness.  It has been ongoing since January 29.  His trach is out and his skin grafts seem to be 

holding so they will close his abdomen soon. 
 

The next step is to find a rehab to fit his needs.  He will have to be there for 3-6 months depending on his 

progress. 
 

Our entire family cannot thank you all enough for your cards, prayers, and concerns for our son during this 

difficult time.  The Lord has truly heard all our prayers and shown us his blessing.” 
 

Tom & Midge Weisel 

 

“The Friendship Circle would like to thank everyone who helped to make the Spring Rummage Sale a huge 

success.  We thank all the volunteers who helped to set up and work the sale, everyone who donated their 

no longer needed items for us to sell, the bakers who donated their delicious baked goods, Barb Hafler for 

all the office support we receive, and the youth who made our set-up and clean-up so much easier for us.  

Thank you again to everyone.  We could not have our Rummage Sale without our church family helping in 

so many ways.” 
 

Becky Petko 

“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.   

Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.   

By this everyone will know that you are my disciples,  

if you have love for one another.” 

John 13:34-35 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 ** 
10:00 a.m. 
Second Grade 
Bible Parent’s 
Meeting 
6:00 p.m. 
Life Group 

2 
6:00 p.m. 
Worship 
6:30 p.m. 
Brownies, 
Daisies 
 

3 
7:00 p.m. 
Missions, 
Trustees 

4 
6:30 a.m.  
Life Group 
5:15 p.m.  
Fellowship Dinner 
6:30 p.m. 
Joyful Noise, 
Confirmation Class 
7:00 p.m. 
Chancel Choir 

5 
10:30 a.m. 
Life Group 
2:15 p.m. 
Life Group 
7:00 p.m. 
Praise Band 

6 
8:30 a.m. 
Prayer Breakfast 
2:00 p.m. 
American Red 
Cross Blood Drive 

7 

8 ** 
6:00 p.m. 
Life Group 

9 
6:30 p.m. 
Brownies, 
Daisies 
7:00 p.m. 
Willow Stream 
Homeowner’s 

10 
6:00 p.m. 
Relay for Life 

11 
6:30 a.m.  
Life Group 
5:15 p.m.  
Fellowship Dinner 
6:30 p.m. 
Joyful Noise, Safe 
Sanctuary Training 
7:00 p.m. 
Chancel Choir 

12 
10:30 a.m. 
Life Group 
2:15 p.m. 
Life Group 
7:00 p.m. 
Praise Band, 
Finance 

13 
8:30 a.m. 
Prayer Breakfast 

14 
5:30 p.m. 
Confirmation  
Dinner 

15 Confirmation/ 

Festival Worship 
9:00 a.m. 
Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. 
Festival Worship 
Followed by  
Confirmation Class 
Reception 
6:00 p.m. Life Group 

16 
6:30 p.m. 
Brownies, 
Daisies 
(Sanctuary 
reserved) 

17 
9:00 a.m. 
Miller Hall  
Reserved for  
Parent’s Time Out 

18 
6:30 a.m. 
Life Group 
7:00 p.m. 
Chancel Choir 

19 
10:30 a.m. 
Life Group 
2:15 p.m. 
Life Group 
7:00 p.m. 
Praise Band, 
Leadership Team, 
COPE 

20 
8:30 a.m. 
Prayer Breakfast 

21 
8:00 a.m. 
Men’s Breakfast 
 
Miller Hall  
Reserved 

22 ** 
Peace with Justice 
Sunday 
6:00 p.m.  
Life Group 

23 
6:30 p.m. 
Brownies, 
Daisies 
(Sanctuary  
reserved) 
7:00 p.m. 
Nominations 
 

24 
7:00 p.m. 
Church Council 

25 
6:30 a.m. 
Life Group 
7:00 p.m. 
Chancel Choir 

26 
10:30 a.m. 
Life Group 
2:15 p.m. 
Life Group 
7:00 p.m. 
Praise Band 

27 
8:30 a.m. 
Prayer Breakfast 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
Barbara Hafler 
vacation 

29 ** 30 
HAPPY 

MEMORIAL 
DAY! 

31 
6:00 p.m. 
Relay for Life 

    

May 2016 
Church Activity Calendar 

Miller Hall Reserved  -  Faith Preschool 

** SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 


