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Years ago a popular song declared that “What the world needs now is love, sweet love.”
Unless we’re hermits living on a remote mountain, we can’t help but notice that sometimes, in some places,
love is almost completely absent.
Playing out before our eyes are horrific acts of hate and vengeance, often claimed to be carried out in the name
of God. It is hard to keep from falling into despair or hating in return.
The Bible reminds us that to love God necessitates that we love one another. That’s hard. Does it mean that
we must agree with one another in all matters? Must we stay silent when we see injustice, wrongful behavior,
lies proclaimed as truth, the gospel distorted or misrepresented? Of course not. (Read what Paul, for example,
did and said.)
But it does mean disagreeing respectfully. In the case of those who lash out in words and acts of hatred and
violence, we must remember the admonition of Jesus to pray for our enemies. Nothing is impossible for God,
who is able to change hearts.
The greatest weapon against hate is love - the kind that comes from God. Now, more than ever, what the
world needs is God’s love, manifested in great and small ways by the followers of Jesus.
Another song - a hymn - declares that “Love came down at Christmas.” This Christmas - and always may we live as those who believe it.

Christmas Eve Services
6:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
11:00 p.m.

Celebration of Christmas
A Festival of Lessons and Carols
Candlelight Communion
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All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and
give birth to a son, and they will call him Emmanuel (which means God with us).” Matthew 1:22-23
Listen for the cries of a newborn child and the reassuring voices of concerned parents. The scene is a stable
attached to a dilapidated hotel in Bethlehem. And while the balance of the world celebrating Christmas may go
to Dickens, Clement Clarke Moore, or Nieman Marcus (perish the thought) to find the iconography of
Christmas, for the faithful disciples the nativity scene is at the center of Christmas. The son of Mary is born and against the multiple sounds of a world that doesn’t know - and if it does - doesn't much care, the first cries
of a baby herald God's supreme intervention into this world. For Christians a picture to celebrate. For the
world a puzzle, perhaps.
This scene, the birth of Mary's son, foretold in prophesy and song, is far from what was anticipated. No one
knew specifically when or how God would fulfill that ancient prophecy. Still, few could have imagined that it
would take the form of a vulnerable baby, born of anonymous parents turned away because "there was no
room in the inn." Great leader of the nations, Commander-in-Chief of the armies of God’s wrath or the
ultimate political Overlord, religious Prophet Almighty who would uphold traditionalism - just some of the
possibilities. But a baby born in poverty?
Mary’s son will live his life amidst vulnerability, injustice, weakness, and death. Because he knew these things
God knows us in our weakness, in our moral dilemma, in our lack of faith. We, in turn, see the presence of
God who understands our human condition. Mary's son has bridged the gap with those who need hope, love,
and compassion most. People like you and me in a world like ours. God comes to persons financially adrift and
offers an anchor. God comes to those surrounded by death in the Beirut, Paris, and Damascus and promises
peace.
The Son of Mary suffers with us. The Son of Mary suffers in the refugee camps, beside the bed of pain, in the
heart-broken who cannot find reason in life - in the experience of those who wonder whether there is any point
in going on.
Hope, love, and peace; the words Christians use at Christmas seem far removed from the experience of many
in this world. But to those who can identify the Son of Mary with weakness and the parts of life when we need
help most, the message is hope, love, and peace. That is surely at the root of our Christian understanding of the
how and the why. No one long believes the Christian faith holds an easy or sublime answer to all life's
problems. But surely in the weakness and uncertainty of the birth in the stable God's Son, Mary's son, became
for all of us one with our human condition. We repeat at each Lord’s Supper that sublime reality: we are one
with God, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world. The dilemma, nevertheless, remains.
Financial struggles remain. Armies march still. Our faith is challenged. But out of the stable God's certainty
leads to the Savior who becomes one with us.
God bless you this Christmas,
and those your love, and those they love,
and those who hurt and frustrate you,
and those who bring you happiness and joy,
Until all the World is blessed with hope, love, and peace.
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From Missions Commission


FEAST Food Pantry items for the month of December: canned tuna, canned chicken, rice, noodles. Food
should be placed in the grocery cart inside the front doors of the church.



THANKS to all those who helped in any way to make the ham dinner fundraiser a success. That includes
the 241 people who came out to enjoy the dinner. The profit of $1,820 will be given to selected mission
outreach programs.



THANKS also to all who donated turkeys and side dishes to provide our neighbors in center-city
Allentown with a happy Thanksgiving.

Bible-in-a-Year
Want to read the Bible start-to-finish? Beginning in January, Erin Haslett will lead a group to do just that.
Stay for a brief meeting on Sunday, December 13, following the 11:00 o’clock service to discuss the details of
how this challenge will work. Each week participants will receive an email or a Facebook notification of the
reading assignment for the week. Then, every three to four months, we will share in a potluck dinner or
dessert to celebrate our progress, to encourage one another, and to push forward! Check out the QUMC
Bible-in-a-Year group on Facebook or contact Erin Haslett (erinhaslett@gmail.com) for more information.

Kids Club

It’s time for a Christmas Party! The Kids Club December meeting will take place on Sunday, December 20,
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. We’ll be getting together to make a Christmas craft and to celebrate the season. All
children from grades one through five are welcome. See you then!
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Christian Ed Opportunity
Teacher Training Event: Monday, January 11, 7:00 p.m. at QUMC
For all QUMC volunteers who work with children, youth, and adults, here is an opportunity to hear from Carol
Detweiler, Associate in Ministry/Director of Christian Education at New Hanover Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Gilbertsville. She is a graduate of Lutheran Theological Seminary with a Master of Arts in
Religion, Christian Education major. With the general trend of decreasing church and Sunday School
attendance, what can be done to engage and encourage young and old to participate in Christian Education?
Specific topics of discussion at this event will be announced at a later date. Don’t miss this opportunity to
improve your ability to help in the spiritual growth of others.

Thank You!
To the youth and adults who raked leaves for some of our older members - on a cold and very windy day!
God bless you.

Attention Moms
Being a mom is a tough job. Join our new group, C.O.P.E. (Circle of Parental Encouragenment), a place
where you will find community, support, friendship and resources in a welcoming environment where we
believe no mother should have to mother alone! We are looking for moms of children from infant through
college. Let’s combine our wisdom and support to help each other and have some fun! Check the narthex
bulletin board for more information and a survey. We want to know what you’re looking for and how we can
join together to help each other be our best! Surveys can be returned to the C.O.P.E. mailbox in the office or
handed to Erin Haslett or Megan McMichael.
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From Friendship Circle
Thank you to all our QUMC members who help to make our rummage sales in spring and fall so successful.
Our recent fall rummage sale generated a profit of $2,407.61.
Gifts were given to Code Blue, Jerusalem House, and several deserving residents of our community.
Monetary gifts also went to QUMC staff members.
The group will take Christmas poinsettias to our shut-ins.
Friendship Circle will host the annual Toys for Tots Christmas Carnival on December 12. Lunch will be
served to 300 children and adults in cooperation with The Salvation Army, The Marines, and the Quakertown
Ministerium.

Endowment Fund Education Grants
Over the past few years, several QUMC members have left bequests to the church in their wills. Some
specified that their money be used for facility needs and some for the continuing ministry of the church. To
ensure that the church has the use of these funds for future needs, an Endowment Fund was established to
manage some of the non-specified or unallocated funds.
To keep the fund growing, 30% of the income is invested back into the fund. The remaining 70% of the
income provides grants to qualified QUMC students who pursue formal education beyond high school.
The following grants were given on Thanksgiving Sunday, November 29: Andrea Aber, Matt Cornelius,
Kimberly Ghorm, Amanda Hafler, Lisa Lehr, Courtney Smith, Jennifer Sterner, Aislinn Strohecker, Nicole
Umstead, Adam Whittaker, Tyler Whittaker.
Donations can be made to the Endowment Fund at any time to help this ministry grow. Planned giving in
one’s estate is one way, but you may give a gift at any time or make an ongoing gift.

Change of Location
Bread for the Journey, the Thursday 10:30 a.m. Life Group, is now meeting at the home of Phyllis McKinley,
21 Barrel Run Road.
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RACK
In the narthex this holiday season, you will find a display including a jar and slips of paper. Simply write your
family name and contact information (email and/or phone number) on a slip of paper and drop it in the jar.
On Sunday, December 6, Erin Haslett will pull out two names at a time, forming a team. Team assignments
will be posted in the narthex and on the QUMC Facebook page, as well as emailed to participants.
The rest is up to the teams, who will be responsible to get together to brainstorm a RACK. This could be as
simple as providing donuts for local firefighters or as extravagant as paying off someone’s layaway at a local
store. Teams could volunteer at a soup kitchen or food bank, with no expense at all.
There are just two rules:
1) Respect the budget of your team partner. Not everyone has a lot of money to give. If your partner has $5
and you have $20, come up with something to do for $25.
2) Take a picture (selfie time!) when you perform your RACK, sending those photos to Erin
(erinhaslett@gmail.com).
This is a fun way not only to serve the community, but also to bring together members of the church who
perhaps never knew each other before. While putting our faith into action, we can connect as a church family
and form new relationships.
RACK suggestions are available at the display in the narthex, as well as RACK cards to pass along so that
members of the community know who is out there sharing their faith.

We Need Your Change
Don’t forget to drop your quarters in the “Detergent Disciples” can on the Welcome Center each Sunday. This
outreach ministry of the church provides quarters to members of the community to use at local laundromats.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Festival Worship - Sunday, December 20th
9:00 a.m. Sunday School - 10:00 a.m. Combined Worship Service
Covered dish meal immediately following in Miller Hall.
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FAITH PRESCHOOL ANNOUNCES EXCITING
CHANGES FOR 2016-17 SCHOOL YEAR
Parent’s Time Out Merges with Faith Preschool
Parent’s Time Out (PTO) has served as a vital church mission since 2001, having been founded by
Cynthia Jamison and Melodie Schmouder to provide high quality early education to the
community’s two-year olds. Effective July 1, 2016, Parent’s Time Out will continue its valuable
mission as part of Faith Preschool.
During its 15 continuous years of operation, PTO has welcomed more than 700 students. Faith
Preschool began its education of three and four-year-olds the following year and is administered
for the church by a preschool board comprised of eight church members and a parent
representative. The FPS board unanimously approved the merger at a recent board meeting.
Serving as chairpersons of the preschool board are Susan Lennon, Cristin Pizzi, and Melissa
Tomlinson. Other board members from the church are Chris Aber, Jen Bubser, Andrea Thrush,
and Jim Newcomer. Jenn Reich serves as the parent representative.
2016-17 Faith Preschool Registration Highlights
As a result of the merger with PTO, Faith Preschool is pleased to offer a wide range of classes for
children aged 2, 3, and 4 for the 2016-17 school year. These classes will be expanded to include:

 Classes for 4’s - AM & PM classes that meet 3 days a week on Monday, Wednesday, & Friday
 Classes for 3’s - AM & PM classes that meet 2 days a week on Tuesday & Thursday
 Classes for 2’s - AM class that meets 2 days a week on Tuesday & Thursday
- AM class that meets 1 day a week on Wednesday
Special Discounts include:
 One registration fee per family ($35)
 Younger sibling tuition discount of 15%
 Tuition discount of 3% for annual tuition paid-in-full in August
 No activity fee
 Monthly enrichment activities provided at no additional cost
 “Stretch-n-Grow” physical/nutritional education program for 4’s
 Music enrichment classes for 3’s
Priority Registration will be held at the church on Thursday, January 7, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. (Snow
date – Tuesday, January 12.) Priority Registration is offered to families who are members of
QUMC or have children currently enrolled in Faith Preschool or Parent’s Time Out.
General Registration begins Thursday, January 14.
Registration Forms for 2016-17 will be available in mid-December online at www.qumc.com and
in the church lobby. For further information or to arrange an observational visit, please contact
Registrar, Melodie Schmouder, at the FPS office – 215-536-8172 – or by email at:
faithpreschoolofficemanager@gmail.com.
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WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS: Kathleen Dressel
206 South 9th Street
Quakertown, PA 18951
215.538.1799
Mark & Erin Hudson (children, Logan & Matthew)
173 Richlandtown Pike
Quakertown, PA 18951
215.529.7294
Aislinn Strohecker
1455 Kumry Road
Quakertown, PA 18951
215.679.1177
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to:

Donald Diehl - December 8, Lila Thomson - December 10,
Carl Hunsberger - December 21, Jean Savage - December 29,
Elaine Wentz - December 31

BAPTIZED: Hannah Elizabeth, daughter of Jason & Kristen Geddes. Hannah was born on August 7, 2015.
Ethan Anthony, son of Matthew & Nikki Schwartz. Ethan was born on February 8, 2015.
KEEPING IN TOUCH:
QUMC’s shut-ins, out-of-towners, and others who have difficulty getting to church:
Hattie Bowman
185 Rock Hill Road
Susquehanna, PA 18847

George Setman
18 Silver Fox Trail
Ormond Beach, FL 32174

George & Edith Lightkep
695 Main Street, Apt. 357
Harleysville, PA 19438

Lila Thomson
1 South Home Avenue, Henry Health Wing #217
Topton, PA 19562

Jean Savage
2114 Route 313
Quakertown, PA 18951

Dorothy Williams
5080 Baldwin Road, Room C-1
Holly, MI 48444

Nancy Schroy
1660 Park Avenue, #117
Quakertown, PA 18951
Additionally, some of you have asked for the “winter” address for Bill Feigley. Bill’s address is 810 Triano
Circle, Venice, FL 34292.

The Freier Flyer

Page 9

Dear Members of Quakertown United Methodist Church,
Thank you for your continuing support through the years that I have been a candidate for ministry in the
United Methodist Church. Since 2005, I have been approved and affirmed as a candidate for ordination from
Quakertown United Methodist Church.
My focus in ministry continues to be teaching middle school Social Studies full time in Anne Arundel County
Public Schools in Maryland. After struggling with balancing work at school, work in youth ministry, and
taking care of myself, I had to step down from my youth ministry position three years ago. I learned a lot
about myself, and how not taking care of me and not having a life outside of my jobs had taken a toll on my
health. Knowing my work limitations and having balance in my life better now, I’m still discerning about my
place and ministry in the United Methodist Church. I am currently teaching 6th grade again. Relationship
building on a deeper level between students and teachers don’t happen too often and is what I miss most about
youth ministry. This year again, a fellow teacher and I have begun the History Club, gathering students who
love engaging in history and competitions to compete in academic tournaments throughout the year. Last year
we were able to take one student and a team of 8th graders who qualified for the National History Bee and
Bowl tournament in Louisville, KY, after vigorous fundraising efforts. Teaching students of all kinds, whether
the absolute best or the students who struggle the most academically and behaviorally is a ministry. Right now
across the country, especially in your state, teachers are struggling to take care of themselves and their families
due to the emotional, financial, and workload constraints being placed on them. Many schools are in crisis and
the United Methodist Women around the country do an excellent job to support the needs of children. I urge
you to gather in prayer for all the local school districts, particularly in Philadelphia where the students’ needs
are not being met in the classroom based on the superhuman feats being placed on the backs of teachers and
administration with the shortage of teachers. I appreciate the efforts of the teachers, those who nurtured me as
I grew up as well as currently at QUMC who faithfully serve the ministries of the church by continuing to give
of their talents.
I continue to be in the ordination process for Eastern PA; however, I have been in a holding pattern of sorts
for the last couple of years. The ordination process continues to be a challenge, because I’m further removed
from Eastern PA conference and not established in Baltimore Washington because I haven’t found a church I
like (or have been welcomed in) since I left my youth ministry job. I ask that you continue your support of me
as a church this year as I continue in the ordination process in the Eastern PA conference and I thank you for
your continual support.
Sincerely,
Natalie Finch
(Natalie is the daughter of Steve & Janet Finch)
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December 2015
Church Activity Calendar

Sunday

Monday

*SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship
10:00 a.m. Sunday School

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

2

3

7:00 p.m.
Trustees

6:30 a.m.
Life Group
6:30 p.m.
Joyful Noise
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir

10:30 a.m.
Life Group
2:30 p.m.
Life Group
7:00 p.m.
Leadership
Team, Praise

6*

7

8

9

10

6:00 p.m.
Life Group

6:30 p.m.
Brownies,
Daisies
7:00 p.m.
Grace Notes

6:00 p.m.
Christian Ed
7:00 p.m.
Intentional Faith
Development

6:30 a.m.
Life Group
6:30 p.m.
Joyful Noise
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir

10:30 a.m.
Life Group
2:30 p.m.
Life Group
6:30 p.m. UMW
Christmas Dinner
7:00 p.m. Finance,
Leadership Team,
Praise Band

13 *

14

15

16

17

Youth Group
Cookie Sale
12 noon
Bible-in-a-Year
Meeting
3:00 p.m.
All Church
Christmas Caroling
6:00 p.m. Life Group

6:30 p.m.
Brownies,
Daisies
7:00 p.m.
Grace Notes

6:30 a.m.
Life Group
6:30 p.m.
Joyful Noise
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir

10:30 a.m.
Life Group
2:30 p.m.
Life Group
7:00 p.m.
Praise Band

20

21

23

24 Christmas Eve

9:00 a.m.
Sunday School
10:00 a.m.
Festival Worship &
Covered Dish Meal
6:00 p.m. Youth
Group, Kid’s Club,
Life Group

6:30 p.m.
Brownies,
Daisies
7:00 p.m.
Grace Notes

27 *

28

3:30 p.m.
Wedding

Barbara Hafler
Vacation

22

6:30 a.m.
Life Group
4:00 p.m.
Wedding Rehearsal
6:30 p.m.
Joyful Noise
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir

29

30

6:00 p.m.
Celebration of
Christmas
7:30 p.m.
A Festival of
Lessons & Carols
11:00 p.m.
Candlelight
Communion

31

Friday
4

Saturday
5
Youth Group
Babysitting Day

11

12
11:30 a.m.
Quakertown
Ministerium
Christmas
Carnival

18

19
8:00 a.m.
Men’s Breakfast

25
Christ the
Savior is Born

26

