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Living Beyond Our Means
No, we don’t mean going into debt. We mean living as Jesus taught us to live.
Refer to Matthew, chapters 5,6,7. Among other challenging teachings, Jesus said His
followers must be merciful, must be peacemakers, must live as salt and light in the
world, must not be angry with anyone, must keep their promises.
Wait - it gets worse!
Jesus said rejoice when you are persecuted and maligned because of your faith in Him, and “turn the other
cheek.” Love your enemies and do good to them. Don’t judge anyone. Don’t work at piling up wealth.
Don’t worry about what you’ll eat or wear.
Say what???
These are impossible! They are beyond our means as mere mortals to carry out consistently - or at all.
So where do we get the power, not to mention the desire, to live this way?
The apostle Paul suffered greatly because of his witness for Christ. In a letter to believers in Corinth he says,
“We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired even of life….But this
happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God….” (2 Corinthians: 8&9)
In other words, Paul - no shrinking violet - knew he had to get strength and endurance from God to live
beyond his own means.
The beloved hymn “Jesus Loves Me” includes this line: “They (all of us) are weak but He is strong.”
Thanks be to God!
Mid-Week Lenten Service Schedule
Worship services at 6:30, preceded by a light supper at 5:30 in Miller Hall.
Ash Wednesday - February 18
Wednesday, February 25
Wednesday, March 4
Wednesday, March 11
Wednesday, March 18
Wednesday, March 25
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“And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden;
and there he put the man whom he had formed.” - Genesis 2:8 (KJV)
With all the fear and misunderstanding of Islam around these days, it might be a helpful
corrective to remember that, just a generation or two ago, there was great distrust among
Christians. The coming of February causes me to remember one who worked on bringing
down the barriers among Christians - Archie Craig. He was the first Church of Scotland
Moderator to visit a Pope – John XXIII. I particularly value two of the many wise things
Archie Craig said. One has kind of a Valentine's Day connection - he was asked once, when he
was in his 90s, how he coped with his wife who suffered from Alzheimer’s disease. He always
made sure that she had the dignity and pleasure of thinking she was still in charge. When asked
how he coped he said, “I have had to relearn the alphabet of love.”
Another February thing he said that sticks in my mind, “There is a time of the year in Scotland,
it is about the middle of February, when you will see a dream in the eye of the garden-lover; a
dream which is not the bastard of wishful thinking, but the lawful offspring of the gardenlover’s knowledge of sun and soil and seed.” I am fairly confident he didn’t mean anything as
prosaic as “after winter comes spring” – I think he meant that after winter had prevented him
from enjoying the delight that the gardener knows, around about February the anticipation of
gardening pleasure and satisfaction begins to take hold. And even more important is the
unanticipated pleasure when what was a random placing of plants, bulbs, or shrubs creates an
effect one did not plan but can certainly enjoy.
C. S. Lewis once said that there was something about longing and expectation which was like
the scent of a flower we haven’t found, the echo of a tune we haven’t heard, news from a
country we’ve never visited. That’s the dream in the eye of the garden lover in mid-February;
and what people of faith mean when we talk about encountering God: not always certainty, but
often longing.
God, who created the garden, show us the longing for you that meets your longing for us.
Amen.
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The Youth Spot
Youth Group and Kids Club Bowling Day
Bowling for grades 1 to 12 at Quakertown Earl Bowl on Sunday, February 22, from 1:15 to 3:30 p.m.
Bowling is $8.00 per person (includes shoe rentals), and we are asking each family to bring a peanut-free
snack to share. Please sign up by February 15. Look for a sign-up genius link in your email. If you have any
further questions, please contact Rachelle Sawadski at 215.529.6980.

The Loft Retreat
March 6 to 8. See Hilary for an information packet and registration form. To register for the retreat, return to
Hilary a $30 deposit, the Loft registration form, and a 2014-2015 Permission Slip (if you haven’t already
turned one in for this year) by February 15. Any other questions, contact Hilary.

Appalachia Service Project Meeting
The first team meeting will be Sunday, February 8, 5:00 p.m. There are still spots available, so if you want to
go or have a friend that wants to go - let Hilary know ASAP!

February Youth Calendar
1
4
8
8
10
11
15
15
15
18
22

NO YOUTH
Middle School Office Hours 6 p.m.; High School Office Hours 7 p.m.
Appalachia Service Project Meeting 5 p.m.
Youth Group 6 p.m.
Food Pantry 6 p.m.
Middle School Office Hours 6 p.m., High School Office Hours 7 p.m.
Loft Registration Due
Student Leadership 4 p.m.
Youth Group 6 p.m.
NO YOUTH
Bowling 1:15 p.m.
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Lent, which begins with Ash Wednesday, February 18, is the season of preparation leading up to the Day of
Resurrection (Easter), Sunday, April 5. This year’s theme for the Wednesday night Lenten worship services
is:
Letters to New Congregations: Weaving the Threads of the Community of Love and Forgiveness
Many of us grew up hearing the Epistles the way the Reformation characterized them: doctrinal essays that
proved the Protestant position. Martin Luther’s encounter with Romans, for example, was instrumental in his
revolutionary reappraisal of faith. The Epistles can be read as heavy theological essays about the great
doctrines of grace, sanctification, and salvation. And yet, one of the most elementary and thought-provoking
facts about our Epistles is that no one knows why they were written! We may only imagine. Hearing the
Epistles may be akin to listening to only one side of a phone call.
This Lent we will go back to the Epistles, but this time to read them differently. Rather than simply a
catalogue of position statements about abstract doctrines, we’ll remember exactly what they are - very
practical letters sent to fragile congregations in multicultural interfaith environments, trying to figure out what
it means to be faithful. In other words, they were messages to Christian people just like us who were trying to
understand how to be the community of love and forgiveness in the midst of their neighborhood, region, and
world.
What better description is there of where our Quakertown congregation is today - a group of faithful disciples
in a changing cultural environment, trying to figure out the shape of the Christian faith - the community of
love and forgiveness.

Why Are We Here?
There are many fine organizations and groups that do good works in the community and the wider world. The
church is also to do good, but is to go well beyond that worthy endeavor.
A number of years ago a mission statement for QUMC was developed. In a nutshell it was expressed in these
words: Share Christ, Grow in Christ, Serve Christ.
The following statement fleshes out what the mission of QUMC is:




Reach out to those inside and outside the church to SHARE the love and message of Jesus Christ
Help people to GROW in their relationship with God and each other
Equip followers of Jesus Christ to SERVE our neighbors, our community, our nation, and our world

That’s why we’re here!
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Life Group News
The Sunday evening life group is beginning a new study using Bill Hybels’
Simplify: Ten Practices to Unclutter Your Soul. Focus: How to live the
life God called us to live. Sessions at 6:00 in the parlor. Please call Tammy
Swearingen with any questions (215.538.7513) or to order the materials
for you.

Happy Valentine’s Day!
Annual Valentine’s Day Party, Friday, February 13, 7:00 p.m. Location to be determined. Games, prizes,
food. Each couple should bring a $5 gift to exchange. Also bring a snack to share. Great entertainment
available for the first 20 couples to sign up. Sign up in the narthex. For questions call Steve or Jan Finch at
215-538-0835 or contact finchsc1@verizon.net.

We Need You
To Greet and Meet
Do you like to meet new people, see old friends, connect with others in the congregation?
Radical Hospitality Team invites you to be a Greeter at worship services or at the Welcome Center.
Ruth Baker is recruiting for 9:00 a.m. service and Sunday School. Her contact info is: 215.529.0842 or
ruth2baker2@gmail.com
Midge Weisel is recruiting for the 11:00 service. Her contact info is: 610-346-6258 or mwct08@ptd.net
Jeannie Suelke is recruiting for the Welcome Center. Her contact info is: 215.538.7889 or
jsuelke@verizon.net
If you have any questions, please see, call, or email them or contact Steve Finch or Liz Cole.
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Sharpen Your Skates!
Ice Skating, Sunday March 1. Open public skating 1:30 to 3:00 p.m. at Steel Ice Center, Bethlehem. Open
skating group rate is $8.00 (includes skates). Observation area and seats by ice. Go to watch at no charge.
There will be a brown bag lunch right after church, beverages provided. We will leave church by 1:00 p.m.
Carpooling available.
Steel Ice Center, which opened in 2003, is the result of the recognition of a need for more high quality ice
facilities in the Lehigh Valley. Steel Ice Center provides a high quality, total-entertainment-destination
experience for the entire family. The primary objective for the development of these facilities is to increase
the opportunities for people in the region to experience ice skating, hockey, figure skating and speed skating in
a fun, safe and comfortable environment.
Opened in December 2003, Steel Ice Center boasts:






Two NHL sized surfaces 85’ x 200’
9 Locker Rooms (with showers) and 6 Party Rooms
Full Service Pro Shop (Player’s Choice Pro Shop), Snack Bar
Heated Seating Area in Rink and State of the Art Sound System
Television Monitoring System including 7 additional TV’s
Steel Ice Center, 320 E. First Street, Bethlehem, PA 18015
Phone: 610-625-4774 Fax: 610-625-4775

From the South:
1. Take 309 North through Coopersburg to 378 North
2. Follow 378 North over the mountain
3. At the bottom of the mountain you will see a McDonald’s on your left
4. Go to the second light after the McDonald’s where you will see the Church of the Nativity
5. Turn right at this light onto 3rd Street
6. Follow 3rd Street to the fourth traffic light
7. Turn left onto Polk Street
8. Steel Ice Center is on the left at the end of Polk Street

From Missions Commission
Milford Food Pantry items for February: juice and juice boxes. Put items in the grocery cart inside the front
doors.
Annual Spaghetti Dinner: March 7, 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. Cost: Adults $8.00, children ages 4 to 10 $3.00. All
you can eat spaghetti and meatballs, salad bar, desserts. This is a fundraiser to support missions.
The commission thanks everyone for the generous response to the request for gently used toys and books for
disadvantaged children.
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Be a Faithbuilder!
The Faithbuilders Sunday School class meets on
Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in Room 109/111
On Sundays, February 1, 8, and 15, Gail Schadler will lead an overview of Old Testament prophets.
Beginning with “What Is A Prophet?,” the class will go on to discuss who the prophets were, how the Bible
classifies them, and the seven Bible tests of a true prophet. If time permits, the class will also take an in-depth
look at the prophet Elijah.
Beginning on Sunday, February 22 and running through Sunday, April 5, Gail Schadler will lead a Lenten
study entitled “He Set His Face to Jerusalem,” by Richard Wilke. A Bishop of the United Methodist Church,
Wilke created the Disciple Bible Study with his wife, Julia. This Lenten study explores Jesus’ commitment to
go to Jerusalem where he knew he would face torture and death. Luke 9:51 says: “When the days drew near
for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem.” Wilke looks at Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem in a
way that helps us to reflect on how we “set our faces” in life, in our relationships, in making ethical choices,
and in dealing with the poor and oppressed. It will help to answer the question of what Jesus’ determination
says to us about our commitments and our need to grow in love of God, as well as our neighbors.
Note: In addition to the Faithbuilders there are other Sunday School classes for all ages. All classes welcome
newcomers to join them at any time.

Register Now for 2015-16 Preschool Classes
Faith Preschool
Parent’s Time Out
Registration is underway for the 2015-16 school year for Quakertown United Methodist Church’s two
preschool programs - Faith Preschool and Parent’s Time Out. Both programs provide high-quality,
affordable, early childhood education in a Christian setting by caring, experienced staff.
FAITH PRESCHOOL offers AM and PM classes for 3’s and 4’s, while PARENT’S TIME OUT provides
one day-a-week programming for 2’s and young 3’s. Numerous enrichment activities are available, including
Lunch Bunch, Stretch-n-Grow, music enhancements, and camp electives.
Registration forms are available in the narthex and online at www.qumc.com. Classes fill quickly, so please
register early.
For further information or to arrange an observational visit, please contact Registrar, Melodie Schmouder at
215.536.8172 - or by email at faithpreschoolofficemanager@gmail.com or parentstimeoutqumc@gmail.com.
Please note: limited openings are still available in Faith Preschool’s 2 DAY class for 3’s for the 2014-15
school year, as well.
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The Appalachia Service Project makes homes warmer, safer,
and drier for families in central Appalachia.
The 2015 Appalachia Service Project team is beginning their
preparation for the July 11-18, 2015 trip to West Virginia.
Our first fundraiser of the year is called the “Every Envelope
Counts” Fundraiser. Here’s how it works:
1. Decide how much you’d like to give, ranging from $1 to $100.
2. Take one or more envelopes of the amount(s) you decide on from the “Every Envelope Counts” table in
the narthex, keep the information you find inside. You can pay with cash or checks made payable to
“QUMC Youth.”
3. Return the envelope with the amount of money indicated on the envelope AND the donation form
(enclosed in envelope) to the box on the “200 Envelope” table in the narthex.
Help support the Appalachia Service Project team with your tax deductible donation. Your donation will help
pay for:



Transportation, room and board in West Virginia for our team members.
Construction materials, tools, and project supplies for our worksite - materials that directly benefit the
families we will serve.

This is a month of birthdays!
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to: Ruth Barto - February 4, Don Barto - February 6,
Lorraine Hillegass - February 11, Marie Frankenfield - February 11, Kathryn Landis - February 22.
NOTES OF APPRECIATION:
Dear Friends of Quakertown United Methodist,
“Thank you for the prayers, phone calls and cards during my recent illness and also prayers
for my husband Jake.
Thanks also to the Christmas Carolers that came to our room at Independence Court and
sang to us and then gathered in the parlor to sing for everyone. Everyone appreciated the
large group and they all sang beautifully.”
Very much appreciated,
Anna and Jake Wolfinger
“I want to thank everyone for their prayers, cards, and phone calls during my recent illness.
Also I want to thank Pastor Atkinson for his visit and his calls. We are so blessed to have a
caring and compassionate Pastor.”
May God bless you and keep you well and strong.”
Ruth Barto
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**SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship

Church Activity Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1 **
6:00 p.m.
Life Group

2
6:30 p.m.
Daisies,
Brownies

3
7:00 p.m.
Trustees,
Book Club

4

8 **
5:00 p.m.
ASP Meeting
6:00 p.m.
Life Group,
Youth Group

9
6:30 p.m.
Daisies,
Brownies
7:00 p.m.
Knifty Knitters

10
6:00 p.m.
Youth at Food
Pantry
7:00 p.m.
Church
Council,
Book Club

11

15 **
4:00 p.m.
Student
Leadership
6:00 p.m.
Life Group,
Youth Group

16
6:30 p.m.
Daisies,
Brownies

17
7:00 p.m.
Book Club

18

22 **
1:15 p.m.
Kid’s Club &
Youth Group
Bowling
6:00 p.m.
Life Group

23
6:30 p.m.
Daisies,
Brownies
7:00 p.m.
Knifty Knitters

24
7:00 p.m.
Book Club

25
5:30 p.m.
Supper
6:30 p.m.
Worship
7:30 p.m.
Chancel Choir,
Praise Band

6:30 a.m.
Life Group
6:00 p.m.
Middle School Office
Hours
6:30 p.m.
Joyful Noise
7:00 p.m.
Life Group, High
School Office Hours,
Chancel Choir
7:30 p.m.
Praise Band

6:30 a.m.
Life Group
6:00 p.m.
Middle School Office
Hours
6:30 p.m.
Joyful Noise
7:00 p.m.
Life Group, High
School Office Hours,
Chancel Choir
7:30 p.m.
Praise Band

Ash
Wednesday
5:30 p.m.
Supper
6:30 p.m.
Worship
7:30 p.m.
Chancel Choir,
Praise Band

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

5
10:30 a.m.
Life Group
2:30 p.m.
Life Group

6

7

12
10:30 a.m.
Life Group
2:30 p.m.
Life Group
7:00 p.m.
Finance

13
7:00 p.m.
Valentine’s
Party

14

19
10:30 a.m.
Life Group
2:30 p.m.
Life Group

20

21
8:00 a.m.
Men’s
Breakfast

26
10:30 a.m.
Life Group
2:30 p.m.
Life Group

27

28

